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The Gospel 





was once delivered unto the saints.” Jude 3. 


(Messenger, 


“Jt was needful to write unto you, and exhort you, that ye should earnestly contend for the faith which 


«] will take no man’s liberty of judgifig from him; neither shall any man take mine from me.” 





























Chillingworth. 
Vou. I.] JUNE, 1824. [No. 6. 
— = 
For the Gospel Momenger. of God, he may learn to “pray with 


BISHOP BROWNELL’S FAMILY 
PRAYER BOOK. 


[ CONGRATULATE the men- 
bers of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church, on the publication of The 
Family Prayer Book; or the Book 
of Common Prayer, accompanied by 
a General. Commentary. In furnish- 
ing the library of private Christians, 
with this invaluable assistant to the 
right understanding of the devotional 
offices of our Church, Bishop Brow- 
has rendered an important and 
eptable service to Episcopalians. 
le has supplied a desideratumein do- 
estic divinity, for which he will re- 
ceive the thanks of many a pious fa- 


F inily. 


In this admirable manual of prayer, 
every Episcopalian may obtain a 
knowledge of the doctrine, sacra- 
ments, ministry, ordinances and wor- 
hip of his Church; and see sufficient 
reason for the preference he gives to 
our public service. Here he will find 
an explanation of the festivals and 
iasts, and the’ rites and ceremonies 
which are used and observed by the 
Church; and here he will learn the fact 
that, a considerable portion of our un- 
ivalled liturgy was composed in the 
earliest and purest ages of christiani- 
ye Here he will see the antiquity, 
wefulness and necessity of precom- 
posed forms of prayer, and be inform- 


} ¢d of the occasions upon which the va- 


fous parts of our ritual were com- 
hosed; and here too, with the blessing 
COS. MES.—VOL. I. 





the spirit, and to pray with the un- 
derstanding also.” A considerable 
portion of the Sacred Writings is ex- 
pounded, and nearly the whole Book 
of Psalms is enriched with notes de- 
scriptive of its local and evangelical 
character; the Articles of Religion are 
explained, and the occasional offices 
of the Church elucidated. eo 

It may be said of this excellent 
work, as of the incomparable Family 
Bible of Mant and D’Oyly,* that by 
the plan‘so judiciously adopted, we 
have not merely the opinion ofan in- 
dividual, but the learned labours of 
various commentators, among whom 
I am happy to perceive some emi- 
nent men of our own country. This 
arrangement will be particularly gra- 
tifying to an inquisitive mind, and 
may lead to the examination of works 
which, otherwise, might have remain- 
ed unknown to the generality of read- 
ers. And they who may not have it 
in their power to consult any other 
work, will here find sufficient to gra- 
tify their curiosity, to instruct theif 
mind, to improve their heart, to guide 
their faith, and, in short, to teach them 
their duty to God and to man. 

But excellept and useful as this 
commentar¥ most unquestionably is, 
yet I willtake the liberty to suggest 
that, in another edition, an improve- 
ment might be made, which would 
noonly be useful and gratifying to 
Episcopalians, but, at the same time 

* See Gospel Messenger for February, 
p. 44. 
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would show t& others the Scriptural 
derivation of our liturgy. It is known 
to those who are conversant with the 
Book of Common Prayer, that its 
matter, language, and frequently its 
very words are taken from the Bible. 
It appears then to me, that if refer- 
rences to these passages of Scripture 
were given by the author, it would 
greatly enhance the value of the 
work, and might serve to lessen the 
prej udices of non-episcopalians against 
its use. 

In the course of my reading I have 
set down the texts of scripture, which 
appeared to me to be in the mind of 
those eminently wise and pious men, 
who composed the hymns, and col- 
lects, and prayers. It is very probable, 
however, that a more appropriate se- 
lection of texts might be made by a 
person who would sit down to it as a 
task® But to explain my meaning, 
and to show in some measure what 
might be done with the whole liturgy, 
I will transcribe that sublime and 
evangelical hymn, the Te Deum, with 
the references I have made, and point 
it as it ought to be read. 

We praise thee, O God; we acknow- 
ledge thee to be the Lord. Ps. xev. 
6,7. Pro. iii. 5, 6. 

All the earth, doth worship thee, the 
Father everlasting. Ps. lxvi. 3. 
Ixxxvi. 9. exlv. 10, 11, 12. exlviii. 

To thee, all Angels cry aloud; the 
Heavens, and all the Powers there e- 
in. Rev. vil. 9—13. 

To thee, Cherubim and Seraphim 
. continually do ery, 

Holy; Holy; Holy; Lord God of Sa- 
baoth. Isa. vi. 3. Rev. iv. 8. 

Heaven,eand Earth, are full of the 
Majesty of thy glory. 1 Kings viii. 
27. Ps. Ixxii. 19. © 

The glorious company .of the Apos- 
tles, praise thee; 

The goodly fellowship of the Pro- 
phets, praise thee; 2 Pet. i. 21. 
Luke i. 70. 

The noble army of Martyrs, 
thee. 


praise 


Bishop Brownell’s Family Prayer Book. 
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The Holy Church, throughout all the 
world, doth acknowledge thee 
The F ather, of an infinite Majesty! 

Jer. x. 10. Ps. xc. 2. 

Thine adorable, true, and only Son; 
Luke ji. 32. 35. 

Also the Holy Ghost, the Comforter, 
John xiv. 26. 

Thou art the King of re O Christ, 
Rev. xix. 13. 16. Ps. xxiv. 10, 
Thou art the everlasting Son of the 
Father. John i. 1. 33, 34. Heb, 

xiii. 8. Mic. v. 2. 

Wh.n thou tookest upon thee to de. 
liver man, thou didst humble thy. 
self to be born of a Virgin. ie 
vii. 14. Matt. i. 18—24. 

When thou hadst overeomethe sh 
ness of death; thou didst open the 
kingdom of Heaven, to all beliey. 
ers. 1 John it. 1, 2. Acts xvi. 31, 

Thou sittest at the right hand of God, 
in the Glory of the Father. Luke 
xxii. 69. Col. iii. 1. 

We believe, that thou shalt come to 
be our Judge; Acts x. 42. 

We thegefore pray thee, help thy 
servants, whom thou hast redeem- 
ed, with thy precious blood; Rer. 
v. 9 

Make them to be numbered with thy 
saints, in glory everlasting. 1 Cor. 
vi. 2. Col.i. 12. Rev. xi. 18. 

O Lord, save thy people, and bles: 

thine heritage; Ps. xxviii. 9. Matt. 
i. 21. 

Govern them, and lift them up fo 
ever. 

Day by day we magnify thee; 

And we worship thy name ever, world 
without end. Ps. IxxRvi. 3. 12. 
xcix. 5. cxlv. 1,2. cxlvi. 1, 2. 

Vouchsafe, O Lord, to keep us this 
day without sin. Ps. xix. 12, 13. 

O Lord, have mercy upon us; have 
mercy upon us. Ps. cxxii. 3. 

O Lord, let thy mercy be upon us, 4 
our trust is in thee. Ps. xxxiil. 22 

O Lord, in thee have I trusted, let 
me never be confounded. Ps. xxxi. 
1. Ixxi. 1. 


And so of the versicles, or ft 
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sponses immediately following the 


creed: 
Min. The Lord, be with you. Ruth 

ii. 4. 2 Thess. iii. 16. 

Answ. And with thy spirit. 2 Tim. 

iv. 22. 

Min. Let us pray. 

O Lord, show thy mercy upon us; 
Answ. And grant us thy salvation. 

Ps. Ixxxv. 7. 

Min. O God, make clean our hearts 
within us; 
4nsw. And take not thy Holy Spirit 

from us. Ps. li. 10, 11. 

The translation of the Psalms in 
the Prayer Book may be consulted, 
as well as that in the Bible. 

[have not read the Family Prayer 
Book through critically, but only so 
much of it as was necessary to satisfy 
myself of its general excellence and 
usefulness. It was not to be expect- 
ed that so large a work would be en- 
tirely free from typographical errors; 
but I regret to have occasion to state, 
that there are many more than are 
usually seen in well printed books. 
This is the more to be regrétted, as 
its execution is, otherwise, highly cre- 
ditable to the printer. It does hot a p- 
pear to me that, the text of this edi- 
tion is taken from the standard copy 
of the Prayer Book, published Sep- 
tember 2, 1823, under the authority 
of the General Convention. As I 
have not that edition at hand, I am 
hot prepared to speak with certainty; 
but I am* inclined to the opinion from 
observing errars which, in that edi- 
tion, were corrected. There are other 
inaccuracies which must have escap- 
ed the notice of the Right Rev. Au- 
thor. These are, probably, derived 
from the original work of Bishop 
Mant, from which, if a great mea- 
sure, ‘this has been compiled;* but 


” The Book of Common Prayer, with 


‘Notes Explanatory, Practical and Histo- 


tical, from approved writers of the Church 
of England; selected and arranged by the 
Right Rev. Richard Mant, D. D. Lord 
Bishop of Down. In one large volume, 
‘to. price £1 16. in boards, or on royal 
paper, £3 12. 


Bishop Brownell’s Family Prayer Book. 
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by transferring the err6rs of that work 
to the present edition, the American 
Compiler has made them his own. 
I will notice two or three which oc- 
curred in the course of my examina- 
tion. 

In a note from the pious and ex- 
cellent Mr. Nelson, on Easter-Day, 
there is this expression: “They,” the 
Roman soldiers, “felt the earthquake 
which removed the stone rolled to the 
mouth of the sepulchre,” &c. The 
Evangelists no where say, that the 
earthquake was the cause of the re- 
moval of the stone. There would 
have been nothing miraculous in this 
event. But when we are told by St. 
Matthew, xxviii. 2. that “the Angel 
of the Lord descended ftom Heave en, 
and came and rolled back the stone 
from the door,” &c. we must adore 
the power of God, and acknowledge 
the truth of the resurrection. © We 
should never reject the plain literal 
meaning of the Scriptures, and parti- 
cularly in the detail of a matter of 
fact, except where the translation is 
incontrovertibly wrong. 

The next is in a note upon Whit- 
sunday, stated to have been taken 
from G. Nalson. Who this writer 
may be, I do not know; but it is a 
little remarkable, that his name, al- 
though sufficiently important to” be 
quoted in the body of the work, is 
not inserted in the list published at 
the end. In this respect, however, he 
has shared the fate of Bishop Seabury, 
Archdeacon Yardley, Dr. Jackson, 
and probably others. Mr. Nalson 
says: The day after our blessed Lord 
had taken possession of his regal dig- 
nity in Heaven, he thought proper 
to perform bis gracious promise of 
sending his Holy Spirit upon his 
Apostles and Disciples; who being on 
this day assembled,” &c. Now, if 
Mr. Nalson means, that our Lord 
“took possession of his regal dignity 
in Heaven,” at his ascension, and I 
know not what else he can mean, then 
he is evidently wrong; for we know 
from Acts i. 1—12, that our Lord 
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ascended forty days after his'resurrec- 
tion, and from Acts ii. 1—5, that he 
did not send the Holy Ghost until 
“the day of Pentacost was fully come” 
which was ten days after his ascen- 
sion. The remark of Nalson is there- 
fore wrong; if it be not a typographi- 
cal error of, the day, for the tenth 


he last I shall notice occurs in a 
note at the end of the Gospel for St. 
Peter’s Day. This note begins thus: 
“68. It will be useful to point out a 
few inferences which may be drawn 
from a proper explanation of our Sa- 
viour’s promise, that “the gates of 
hell shall not prevail against his 
Church. 

“And, first, from hence we learn, 
what that Church is, to which the pro- 
mise in my text belongs.” There is 
no antecedefit, either in the note, or 


the Gospel to, the promise in my teat. | 


No doubt there was in the original, 
which, it is probable, was a sermon 
by Dean Stanhope; but here the 
words, in my text, ought certainly to 
have been omitted, as they have no 
connexion with the subject. 

There is another subject which I 
will briefly notice and then be done. 
Ido not by any means, think the 
omission of the Metrical Psalms and 
Hymns to be an improvement in a 
Family Prayer Book, which, being 
specially designed for domestic use, 
should be so arranged as to supply 
the place of any other. I know that 
it may, and that it has been said that, 
the Psalms and Hymns do not, strict- 
ly speaking, form a part of the Book 
of Common Prayer, properly so call- 
ed. This is true; neither does the Or- 
dinal compose a part of it, and yet it 
is found in the Family Prayer Book, 
notwithstanding it is very properly 
omitted in the table of contents. 

Although these things ought not to 
have been so, yet I do not hesitate to 
say that, every Episcopalian who can 
afford the expense, should procure a 
copy of the Family Prayer Book. 

AN EPISCOPALIAN. 


On the Ministry as a Divine Institution. 


(June, 
For the Gospel Messenger. 


ON THE MINISTRY AS A DIVINE 
INSTITUTION. 


No. 2. 
CHAPTER I. 


Of the Priesthood, under the Patriarcha| 
and Legal Dispensations. 


In the primitive age of the world, 

sacrifices were offered, we may rea. 
sonably presume, in obedience to the 
command of God. The first upon 
record in the Scriptures, are the offer. 
ings of Cain and Abel.a The former 
offered the fruit of the ground, as a 
eucharistic offering; but the latter, the 
bloody sacrifice of his flock. Ther 
is reason, however, to believe, that 
before this, bloody sacrifices had been 
offered by Adam; as it is said, that 
“the Lorp God made coats of skins, 
and clothed” Adam and Eve. Now 
death, as the penalty of the fall, had 
not, as yet, entered into the world, 
and animal food had not been used; 
therefore, it is not unreasonable to 
suppose, that these skins were taken 
from animals which had been slain 
for sacrifice; so that a vicarious sacri 
fice lies at the root of revealed rel 
gion. 
_ Under the Patriarchal Dispensz- 
tion, the first born male in every fam 
ily, officiated as Priest: and so dd 
Princes and Kings, and the Father 
of Families. Cain and Abel;c No 
ah;d Abraham;e Isaac;f Jacobig 
Moses;h Job, &c.i offered their own 
sacrifices. Melchisedeck ,was both 
Priest and King.k 

Under the Legal Dispensation, 
God was pleased to direct Moses 
sanctify the first born males to his 
service, in commemoration of the m 
raculous destruction of the first bort 
of the Egyptians, and of the pre 
servation of the first born of the 


a Gen. iv.3,4. 6 Gen. iii. 21. ¢ Geo. 
iv. 3,4. d Gen. viii. 20. e Gen. xxii. 2 


f Gen. xxvi.25. g Gen. xxxi. 54. h Ex 


xxiv. 6.8. iJob.i.5. k Gen. xiv. 18. 
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jsraelites.2 “Sanctify unto me all 
the first born—they are mine.”m But 
when a visible church was after- 
wards established in the wilderness, 
py divine authority, God was pleased 
to accept the tribe of Levi for his 
service, instead of the first born,n and 
chose the family of Aaron, the bro- 
ther of Moses, for the Priesthood. 
Aaron was solemnly consecrated to 
the office of High Priest, by Moses, 
the Prophet of God, according to the 
form which God himself prescribed; 
and his sons were consecrated, by 
the same authority, to the Priest- 
hood.o Moses was the Mediator be- 
tween God and. Man, under the old 
covenant, as Jesus Christ is the Me- 
diator under the new. Both, there- 
fore, had authority to ordain the Min- 
istry of reconciliation. The Levites 
were appointed in like manner, to 
serve in the Tabernacle before Aa- 
ron and his sons.p And it is worthy 
of remark that, while the sons of Aa- 
ron were honoured with the Priest- 
hood, those of Moses were only com- 
mon Levites.g After the Priestly 
office was established in the family of 
Aaron, it was not lawful for any but 
Prophets and Priests to offer sacrifice 
tothe Lord. 

Thus we see that, three distinct 
Orders of Ministers were established 
by God himself, in the Jewish 
Church; and -each had its peculiar 
duties and responsibilities. 

It was the peculiar office of the 
High Priest, to inquire of the Lord by 
Urim and Thummim,r and to enter 
the Holy of Holies with the blood of 
the sacrifice, on the great day of 
atonement.s ‘The habit of his Order 
was highly sumptuous and imposing, 
and was specially prescribed by di- 
vine appointment.t “At his word” 
the-king and all the people were “to 


! Ex. xii. 23.29. m Ex. xiii. 2. 12—16. 


<x, 29. m Num. iii, 12, 13. 41. o Ex. 
x. 12—17. Lev. viii. xxi. 10. 

Num. iii. 6—10. viii. 11. q 1 Chro. xxiii. 
(3,14. r Ex. xxviii. 30. s Lev. xvi. 
passim. Heb. ix. 7.. ¢ Ex. ch. xxviii. 





go out, and‘atehis wofd they were to 
come in.” His character being deem- 
ed more sacred, and his office more 
honourable than that of the ordinary 
Priests, he was forbid to marry any 
woman but a virgin, nor was he per- 
mitted to mourn for the dead, even 
for his nearest relations.v Ordinary 
Priests might marry the widow of a 


. Priest.zw 


It was gommon to the High Priest, 
and the Priests, to burn incense, and 
offer the sacrifices;z to blow the 
trumpets;y to instruct the people;z 
to decide upon cases of Leprosy;a 
Adultery,b and things devoted to 
God;c to place the showbread, and 
attend to the lamps;d_to preserve the 
sacred fire on the altar,of burnt offer- 
ing;e to guard the temple;f burn the 
red heifer,g and to bless the congre- 
gation.k We must not, however, 
suppose, that the High Priest usually 
performed all these duties. As the 
head of the Priesthood, he possessed 
all the ecclesiastical orders in himself, 
and performed such part of the public 
service, beside his own peculiar du- 
ties, as he thought proper. 

The Levites were subordinate to 
the Priests, and assisted them in pre- 
paring for the sacrifices. They, as 
well as the Priests, studied the Law, 
and were the ordinary judges of the 
country.4A ‘They formed a part of 
the temple choir, and played upon 
various instruments of music, except 
the trumpets, which were reserved for 
the Priests.1 They were divided into 
classes, and each class had the charge 
of a part of the tabernacle, and some 
of the sacred vessels. After the tem- 
ple was built, they were relieved from 


u Num. xxvii. 21. v Lev, xxi. 10—16. 
w Ezek. xliv. 22. 2 1 Chro. vi. 49. 2 
Chro. xxix. 22. Luke i. 9. y Num. x. 
1—9. 2 Chro. xxix. 26. Jos. vi. i—21. 
z Lev. x.11. Deut. xvii. 8—12. Mal. ii. 
7. a Lev. xiii.2. 6 Num.v. 19. ec Lev. 
xxvii. 8.28. d Lev. xxiv. 1—9. _ e Lev. 
vi. 12, 13, 2 Chro, xxiii.4. g Num. 
xix.2,3. h Num. vi.23—27. « Num. iii. 
6—10. k2Chro. xix.8.11. %/2Chro 
vii. 6. 
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much laborious duty. Some now 
guarded the gates, and others the trea- 
sure;m and all, in the order of their 
courses, assisted the Priests.n 

It was the will of the Almighty, 
that the three orders of the Ministry 
which he had instituted, should be 
preserved inviolably distinct; and that 
each should perform its peculiar du- 


ties without interfering with the oth- - 


ers. ‘The Levites, as we have seen, 
were an inferior order, subordinate to 
the Priests; and, that they might so 
remain, God was pleased to inflict 
the most signal punishment upon any 
intrusion of the lesser into the greater 
office. The Scriptures inform vs, that 
Korah, a Levite, and Dathan and Abi- 
ram, who did not belong tothe sacerdo- 
tal tribe, in;defiance of the institutions 
and authority of God, burnt incense, 
which peculiarly appertained to the 
Priest’s office. This is called by Moses, 
being gathered together, or striving 
against the Lord.o The Almighty 
punished them for their rebellion, in 
the most awful manner: “The earth 
opened her mouth and swallowed 
them up, and their houses, and all 
the men that appertained unto Korah, 
and all their goods. They, and all 
that appertained unto them, went 
down alive into the pit, and the 
earth closed upon them: and they 
perished from among the congre- 
gation.p Notwithstanding the chii- 
dren of Korah died not.”g The 
Priesthood was declared so peculiarly 
sacred, that death was the appointed 
punishment for an unauthorized as- 
sumption of the office. “Thou shalt 
appoint Aaron and his sons, and they 
shall wait on their Priest’s office: and 
the stranger that cometh nigh:” i. e. 
he to whom the office does not ac- 
cording to the laws of God, rightfully 
belong, he “shall be put to death.”’r 
In memory of this rebellion, the rod 
of Aaron which miraculously budded, 


m 1 €hro. ix. 17—35. n 1 Chro. 
xxiii. 2, to the end. 2 Chro. xxxi. 17. 
o Num. xvi. 11..xxvi. 9. xxvii. 3. 
Num. xvi. gq xxvi. ll. + iii. 10. xviii. 7. 
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was laid up as a memorial againg 
them.”s What renders this awjy 
event of peculiar interest to Christians, 
is, that the Apostle St. Jude injorys 
us, that under the Gospel dispensa. 
tion, we “may perish in the gainsay. 
ing of Korah.”¢ The Priesthood ig 
not to be taken by storm, by any one 
who may choose to make the attack, 
No pretence of serving God, was ai. 
mitted as an excuse for meddling with 
sacred things. God had set apart from 
the world, and commissioned, an oy. 
der ot men for that special purpose, 
and he did not require the assisiance 
of those whom he had not so appoint 
ed. All his works of creation and 
providence are good and perfect, aad 
all the institutions and ordinances of 
his Church are wonderfully adapted 
to the gracious purposes for which 
they were designed. Neither of them 
requires any improvement from the 
hands of men. Zeal is no apology for 
acting in God’s name, without God's 
authority, communicated in his own 
appointed way. ‘This is exemplified 
in the punishment of Uzzah, a Le 
vite. When David was bringing the 
Ark of God from Kirjath-jearim on 
its way to Jerusalem, Uzzah drove 
the cart in which it was conveyed. 
The oxen shaking it violently, Uzzah 
feared it-would fall; and “he put forth 
his hand to the Ark of God, and took 
hold of it. And the anger of the Lord 
was kindled against Uzzah; and God 
smote him there for his error; and 
there he died by the Ark of God.”u 
It does not appear from the Scrip- 
tures, that the Levite intended to as 
sume an authority he did not pos 
sess. It was a mere prudential act. 
The sacred historian, therefore, calls 
it an “error,” and not a sin. but 
still, Uzzah was punished; and the 
reason for it is obvious. He knew 
that the care of the Ark had been 
committed by God to the Priests, and 
that the Levites were forbid to touch 
it on pain of death. It was his duty, 


s Num. xvii. ¢ Jude, ver. 11. u 2 Sam. 


vi. 6, 7 
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therefore, to leave the matter to the 
providence of God.v 

There stands upon record another 
example of the punishment inflicted 
on those who, without lawful autho- 
rity, interfere in spiritual concerns. 
Saul, king of Israel, despairing of the 
Prophet’s arrival, according to his 
promise, assumed the priestly charac- 
ter, and offered a burnt offering. The 
prophet arrived within the appointed 
time: and when he saw what Saul 
was doing, he said to him: “thou hast 
done foolishly: thou hast not kept the 
commandment of the Lorp thy God” 
—therefore, “thy kingdom shall not 
continue.” And it was taken from 
him according to the words of the 
Prophet, and given to David.z. 

There is yet another instance re- 
corded on the sacred pages. Uzziah, 
king of Judah, “went into the temple 
of the Lord to burn incense, upon 
the altar of incense.” The Priests 
sid unto him, it appertaineth not 
unto thee, Uzziah, to burn incense 
unto the Lord, but to the Priests, the 
sons of Aaron, that are consecrated 
to burn incense: go out of the sanctu- 


5 ary; for thou hast trespassed.” And 


the king was immediately struck with 
leprosy, and remained “a leper unto 
the day of his death.”x | It is here 
worthy of remark, ‘that the king had 
aot actually burnt incense, but only 
intended to do so, and for this wick- 
éd and arrogant assumption of the 
priestly office, he was punished by 
the Almighty. 

It certainly appears from these ex- 
amples, that any intrusion by unlaw- 
lul persons, into the Priest’s office, 
san offence of no ordinary crimina- 
lity in the sight of God. And it may 
be further remarked, that the forego- 
ing punishments were inflicted, not 


for any innovation attempted to be 


introduced in: the doctrine, faith ox 
vorshep of the Jewish Church, but 
lor innovation in the order of the 


vNum. iv, 15—21. Josh. iii. 6.8. 13. 


*1Sam. xiii. 3-15. x 2 Chro. xxvi. 16 


~22. 
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Ministry, as inistituted by God him- 
self, The Almighty was pleased to 
prove by. awful visitations, that the 
order of Priests which he had made 
distinct from the other orders of the 
Ministry, should not be invaded with 
impunity. And the reasonableness 
of the thing is evident. The Jewish 
Priests, were the divinely appointed 
Order for offering the sacrifices which 
prefigured the great atonement to be 
made by the Messiah, as the Christi- 
an Priesthood now offer the memorial 
of its accomplishment. From these 
undeniable facts, it certainly appears 
of some importance, that the orders 
instituted by divine authority, should 
be preserved separate and inviolate. 
When once the ecclesiastical order 
of the Church is broken down, and 
its distinctive character declared to be 
of no importance, the most grievous 
effects must necessarily follow. “We 
have the evidence of this fact in the 
Bible. We are told that Micah set 
up a priesthood of his own, and that 
it ended in idolatry.y . We likewise 
read, that Jeroboam “made priests of 
the lowest of the people which were 
not of the sons of Levi;” and the in- 
stitutions of God being set at defiance, 
the grossest idolatry was the conse- 
quence.z 

Still further to show the sacred cha- 
racter of God’s Ministers, they were 
separated from the world by divine ap- 
pointment, and had no possessions in 
Canaan in common, with the rest of 
the tribes. “The Priests, the Levites, 
and all the tribe of Levi shall have no 
inheritance ‘with Israel; they shall 
have no inheritance: among their 
brethren: the. Lord is their inheri- 
tance, as he hath said unto them.”a 
“And behold I have given the chil- 
dren of Levi all the tenth in Israel for 
an inheritance, for their service which 
they serve, even the service of the 
tabernacle of the congregation.”b 
While they attended upon the service 

y Judges xvii. and xviii. 2 1 Kings xii. 
25 to the end. @ Deut. xviii. 1—6. / Num. 
xviii. 21. 
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of the e, they received certain 
portions of the sacrifices; and forty- 
eight cities were appointed for their 
residence.c 

As the Ministry under the law _re- 
ceived a public support, so St. Paul 
declares that they have equal claim 
under the gospel. “Who goeth a 
warfare,” says the Apostle, “at any 
time at his own charges? Who plant- 
eth a vineyard, and eateth not of the 
fruit thereof? or who feedeth a flock 
and eateth not of the milk of the 
flock? Say I these things-as a man? 
or saith not the law the same thi 
For it is written in the law of Moses, 
Thou shalt not muzzle the mouth of 
the ox that treadeth out the corn. Doth 
God care for oxen? or saith he it al- 

ther for our sakes? For our sakes, 
no doubt, this is written: that he 
that. ploweth should plow in hope; 
and that he that thresheth in hope 
should-be partaker of his hope. If 
we have sown unto you spiritual 
things, is it a great thing if we shall 
reap your carnal things? Do ye not 
know that they which minister about 
holy things live of the things of the 
temple? And they which wait at the 
altar are partakers with the altar, 
Even so hath the Lord ordained, 
that they which preach the Gospel 
should live of the Gospel.”d It evi- 
dently appeats from this, that the 
e considered the Clergy under 
the Law and under the Gospel, as the 
same spiritual Order, employed in the 
same spiritual service, and commis- 
sioned by the same God, and, there- 
fore, entitled to a competent support 
for themselves and families. 

The three distinct Orders of Mi- 
nisters, High-Priest, Priest and Le- 
vite, continued in the Jewish Church 
down to the destruction of the se- 
cond temple by Titus, the Son of 
Vespasian. This awful visitation of 
divine wrath, left the Jewish na- 
' tion, as was foretold by prophecy, 
“without a king, and without a prince, 


ec Num. xxxv. 1—9. Jos. xxi. d 1 Cor. 
ix. 7—15. 
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and without a terraphim.”e Scattere 
among all the nations of the earth, yq 
mixing with none, they remain to ih 
day, a standing monument of God 
awful punishment of disobedience anq 
unbelief. The Jewish law and polity 
being abolished, a new covenant, and 
a new Priesthood were introduced 
conformably with prophecy. “Behold 
the days come, saith the Lorp, tha 
I will make a new covenant with the 
house of Israel, and with the house of 
Judah: not according to the covenant 
that I made with their fathers in the 
day that I took them by the hand tp 
bring them out of the land of Egypt.” 
The Apostle writing to the Hebrey 
converts, quotes this prophecy, and 
says, “If the first covenant had been 
faultless, then should no place have 
been sought for the second. Fo 
finding fault. with them, he saith, Be. 
hold the days come,” &c. “In that 
he saith a new covenant, he hath 
made the first old. Now that which 
decayeth and waxeth old is ready to 
vanish away.” Of this new cove 
nant, Jesus Christ is the head; for 
“he hath obtained a more excellen 
ministry, by how much also he is the 
Mediator of a better covenant, which 
was established upon better pre 
mises.”g¢ §$t. Paul has declared the 
“Taw to be a shadow of good thing 
to come.”h The sacrifices, the Priest- 
hood, and the whole ceremonial lav, 
were typical of the Gospel dispensi- 
tion. When the great sacrifiee of the 
cross was offered, all the types wer 
accomplished, and the Jewish wor- 
ship and polity ceased, according 


prophecy.i 
_ A PARISH MINISTER. 


Jer. xxxi. 31. 32. g Heb 


e Hos. iii. 4. f i 
a Dab. 


viii. 6, to the end. A Heb. 10.1. 
ix. 27. 
—-Qa— 


‘That day in which a man_neithe! 
does some good action, nor acquires 
some useful knowledge, should no! 
be (if possible) numbered in the days 


of his life. Asiat. Prov. 
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To the Editors of the Gospel Messenger. 


;HE STATEMENTS OF THE OHIO 
LAYMAN, RELATIVE TO THE 
NERAL THROLOGICAL SEMINA- 
RY CORRECTED. 


Ir has been remarked by some of 
your readers, with great pleasure, that 
the pages of your journal have been 
frequently occupied with the concerns 
of our General Theological Semi- 
nary. 

When we consider the obvious uti- 
lity, and indeed, in the present situa- 
tion of our Church and Country, the 
necessity of such an institution, and 
the resources which we are certain 
might be commanded for it, it is as 
surprising as it is to be regretted, that 
it has not yet obtained a sufficient 
endowment. But its establishment 

a permanent foundation will be 
still longer delayed if its friends per- 
mit the objections to it, which occa- 
sionally fall from uninformed, care- 
less and interested writers, to pass 
unnoticed. It is characteristical of 
these objections, which usually meet 
win the shape, not of direct argu- 
ment, but of doubt and insinuation, 
that they proceed from those whose 
information on the subject is neither 
wfficient or accurate as far as it goes; 
who have not reflected on those con- 
siderations of Church Unity; ade- 
quateness to all useful purposes; su- 
perior economy, both as it respects 
money and men; and increased re- 
spectability, from its greater resources 
in talent and endowment, which in- 
fluenced the General Convention to 
prefer, at least for the present, the 
scheme of one General Seminary for 
acharch which is yet comparatively 
limited in means and members: or 
who having some personal or party 


,* 


‘iews to promote, in their eagerness 


dre unmindful as well of facts general- 
y known as of arguments which have 

often repeated and cannot be 
refuted. A writer in the Washington 
Repertory, under the signature of 
“An Ohio Layman,” has rendered 
these remarks necessary. His ob- 
GOS. MES.— VOL. 1. 





ject was the vindication of his friend 
and ecclesiastical superior. Zealous 
in the cause he had espousedy indif- 
ferent to the great cause of the Church 
of which probably little had been 
heard in his distant diocess; and evi- 
dently careless in assertion on more 
than one topic, the consequence per- 
haps of imperfect information, or of 
haste in preparing for the press,* he 
has ventured some declarations re- 
specting the Seminary, which a _ re- 
gard for truth, justice and the church 
compels me briefly to disprove. 

l. He says the proposition to es- 
tablish a General Seminary was “re- 
jected” by that body, viz. the General 
Convention of 1814. 

Extracts from the journal of the 
House of Clerical and Lay Deputies: 
“A message was received from the 
House of Bishops, communicating a 
resolution on the subject of a Theolo- 
gical Seminary in which this House 
concurred.” ‘That resolution. was, 
“That it be referred to the Bishops, 
&c. to inquire in the respective dio- 
cesses or states, and to consider for 
themselves concerning the expedien- 
ey of establishing a Theological Se- 
minary, and to report to the next Ge- 
neral Convention.” 

Instead of rejecting then, the con- 
vention postponed the measure for 
further inquiry. ‘The mistake of the 
Ohio Layman originated in his look- 
ing only ata part of the journal in 
which the proposition was “negativ- 
ed,” by a small majority of two only. 
The votes stood thus: 

Clergy, ayes 4; Laity, ayes 3—7 

Ditto nays 6; Ditto nays 3—9 

Majority 2. 

But subsequently it was reconsi- 
dered, as appears above, and post 
poned to the next convention. 

In 1817, a majority of the Bishops 
having reported favourably, the pro- 
position was adopted, as I have un- 


* Nothing but precipitation can ex- 
plain, (if it be an explanation,) the man- 
ner in which this writer has treated Bi- 


shop White. 
22 
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derstood, by an overwhelming ma- 
jority. The strong expression of the 
Layman, “rejected,” was probably 
preferred to that on the journal, “ne- 
gatived,” to convey the impression 
that the Convention of 1814 was de- 
cidedly opposed to the measure; and, 
therefore, it is the more important to 
prove that he is mistaken in point of 
fact. 

II. The*Ohio Layman says, the 
resolution in 1823, approbatory of 
the General Seminary, “was passed 
by the House of Bishops only.”” Now 
if he meant to say, that the resolution 
offered by one of the Bishops passed 
their House only, it is true but not 
material; for no one will contend that 
there is a charm in the very words 
there used. But if he meant .to say 
that the lower House did not adopt 
any measure approbatory of the Se- 
minary, this is another sample of his 
inaccuracy. The committee to whom 
the whole matter was referred express 
the most decided opinion in favour of 
the institution. They advert to the 
report of the faculty as “able and lu- 
minous;” to the course of instruction 
as “expanded, liberal; fitted to ren- 
der the students able ministers; to 
train them in religious habits as well 
as sound learning.” ‘They declare, 
that they “cannot but contemplate 
with pleasure the delightful prospect 
of having a General Seminary, whith- 
er, like the temple at Jerusalem, the 
tribes of the Lord will go up to testify 
unto Israel; and they anticipate with 
full confidence that happy period 
when the north and the south will 
give up, and the east and west will not 
keep back.” They say, “the pros- 

rity of our church depends much, 
under the divine blessing, upon the 
support given to this institution; and 
they earnestly recommend to the se- 
veral diocesses to form more scholar- 
ships.” This report was unanimous- 
ly accepted. Surely it goes quite as 
far as the resolution which was adopt- 
ed by the Bishops, and this was pro- 
bably the reason, unless we suppose 


The Ohio Layman Corrected. 


(Jun, 
an inadvertence, that that 

is not brought down to the Hou 
of €lerical and Lay Deputies. 

ides this report, two resolution; 
relative to the Seminary passed both 
Houses, which, though that be ng 
their direct object, are as approbatory 
as any resolutions can be. The ra 
solution in the upper House was pas. 
sed on Tuesday, those in the lowe, 
House on Monday. These superced. 
ed that, and rendered acting upon it 
unnecessary. The impression, there 
fore, which the Ohio Layman woul 
convey, that the recommendation oj 
this institution was an act, not of the 
Convention but of one House, is ; 
remarkable misstatement, to use the 
mildest term. He says, “it was intend 
ed only as a recommendation of th 
one‘House.”” We shall not stop to ir 
quire how he.discovers intentions. In. 
deed we have scarcely time to accom 
plish all the necessary business which 
he has compelled us to engage in. 

III. In reference to the union o 
the General and New-York Semine 
ries, in 1821, he says—“The fact is, 
that the General Seminary surrender. 
ed every thing but the name.” There 
were three points to be settled—the 
location, the jurisdiction, and the 
ternal arrangements of the Semiary. 
As to the location, the General Se 
minar’y surrendered not to the wishes 
of New-York, but to the condition o/ 
Mr. Sherrard’s endowment... To ob 
tain that, the removal of the Semina- 
ry was indispensable. The commit 
tee, however, in 1820, who recon 
mended New-Haven, seem to have 
considered that location as tem 
ry, or rather as an experiment. Lhey 
say, “New-Haven offers inducements 
for the establishment, at least for the 
present, and while its funds are so | 
mited.” 

As to the jurisdiction, it was @ 
the first in the General Conver 
tion, and it is so still. The Gene 
ral Convention can reject the nom 
nation of the Trustees, and thus ca? 
not only prevent the introduction ©! 
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psuitable persons into the Board, 
in case of mal-administration, fe- 
uce the institution to the immediate 
ontrol of the House of Bishops, who 
are the only permanent trustees. It 
is true that this jurisdiction was mo- 
dified in 1821, in three particulars.— 
|. The respective diocesses are to no- 
minate the trustees to which they are 
entitled; whereas formerly they were 
appointed by the General Conven- 
tion without nomination. That each 
diocess is best quafified to select the 
trustees to represent it cannot be 
doubted. This is evidently an im- 
provement. 2, The trustees are to 
be in proportion to the number of 
clergy and the contribution of each 
diocess, whereas by the old constitu- 
tion there were to be twelve clergy 
and twelve laity indiscriminately ap- 
pointed. This article was liable to 
at abuse, for under it the Semina- 
ry might have been committed to trus- 
tees residing at a distance from it. It 
evidently needed amendment. The 
equity of the rule adopted will searce- 
ly be questioned, since it is the prin- 
ciple of population and weaith by 
which the scale of representation is 
regulated in the constitution of our 
country. 3. “The concurrence of a 
majority of the Bishops present and 
of Clerical and Lay Trustees shall 
be necessary to any act of the Board.” 
In the old constitution this check on 
hasty legislation was wanting. Its 
expediency must be acknowledged 
when we recollect that it is the same 
principle which now prevails in the 
General Convention, and in all the 
Dieeesan Conventions; and in fact it 
ey is the great modern improvement in 
nts government which: has been adopted 
he by all the legislative bodies in our coun- 
li _ tty. This then was the state of the case. 
A favourable op ity occurred 
for revising the Constitution of the 
Seminary. It was embraced by the 
Convention, and the above modifiea- 
uons adopted with a d of una- 
himity, in reference to which the ve- 
. nerable presiding Bishop, for the first 
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time in his life, specially congratulat- 
ed that body. This view of the sub- 
ject is strengthened by the fact, that 
the committee who drew up the plan 
for organizing the institution at New 
Haven, in the year 1820, appear to 
have considered it as temporary. 
They proposed resolutions, not a con- 
stitution, and left the whole matter 
entirely open for future alteration. 
The change in the mode of govern- 
ment was not to gratify one diocess, 
but to gratify a majority of the con- 
vention, the whole of one House and a 
large proportion of the other. It was 
a surrender, not to the wishes of par- 
ticular persons, but to farther reflec- 
tion on the subject; to principles of 
equity, and to those views of the 
welfare of the Institution and of the 
Church, which to a majority appear- 
ed just and important. If there was 
any surrender, it was on the other 
side. The General Convention had 
the controling power of the Seminary 
and they retain it. New-York had 
the controling power of her Semina- 
ry and she has given that up altoge- 
ther. She had the whole government, 
she has now only a part of the go- 
vernment of a seminary. Was this 
as is intimated, “te concede nothing?” 
If she be predominant in the Board of 
Trustees there is a double check on 
all proceedings. The Bishg@ps may 
at any time arrest any measure, and 
there is a final remedy for all abuses 
in the General Convention. Where 
then, I again ask, is the surrender 
which the Ohio writer alleges? Sure- 
ly the General Seminary, contrary toe 
his assertion, is so in something more 
than name. 

But there was a third point ar- 
ranged at the union. The profes- 
sors of the Seminary were retain- 
ed. ‘This is evidently a fair com- 
promise. There is surely no surren- 
‘der here on either side. But how 
stands the case, not on paper merely 
but in point of fact? Which of the 
professors are most engaged in the 
management of the Seminary? To 
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which of the two classes, (if we must 
so consider them to correct error,) are 
the most important departments as- 
signed? To the support of which 
class is the larger amount appropriat- 
ed? The annual sum for salaries is 
$3,700, of which the gentlemen at- 
tached to the former General Semi- 
nary receive $3,000, and one who 
was attached to the former New-York 
Seminary receives $700. Two of 
the New-York professors derive no 
emolument whatever from the general 
fund. Permit me to say that this 
looks like retaining something more 
than a name. But I pass to another 
inaccuracy closely linked with the 
preceding. 

IV. Our Ohio friend says, “The 
General Seminary was so organized 
as to be placed completely under the 
control of that diocess,” viz. New- 
York. I must here ask—Has he 
read the constitution? Would he have 
said it was placed completely under 
the control of Connecticut when: it 
was located in that diocess? There 
were then thirty-three trustees, of 
whom Connecticut had eight, that is 
about one-fourth of the whole. There 
are now seventy-eight, of whom New- 
York has twenty-two, that is more 
than one-fourth, and less than one- 
third. This is the amount of the 
differenge. It should be remarked too, 
that the New-York preponderance 
must be constantly diminishing in 
proportion as new diocesses are esta- 
blished, and the number of clergy and 
the amount of contributions increas- 
ed in the old diocesses. It will be 
the fault: of the objectors:themselves 
in part, if this preponderance be not 
soon and very sensibly diminished. 
Every new diocess will be entitled 
to one trustee, and to One additional 
for every eight clergy in the same; 
and for every two thousand dollars 
in money until the sum amounts: 
to ten thousand dollars; after that 
each additional ten thousand dollars 
entitles to a trustee. Thus New-York 
to gain two more trustees must add 


eight.to her number of cl 
diehowand dollars to Mes 
tion, whereas for the same increay 
and’ contribution Indiana, Kentucky 
Tennessee, or Florida, for example 
would be entitled to seven ; 
each, or twenty-eight for the whol 
four. There is every reason to belieye 
that New-York will progressively adj 
te the number of her trustees, but the 
same may be expected of most, if ag 
all of the other diocesses. And ney 
diocesses must in time be organized, 
The weight of New-York in the Boar 
of Trustees must almost unavoidably 
be diminished every year, in abou 
the same proportion in which a 
arithmetical progression would be 
overtaken by a geometrical, however 
far removed they originally were. 
The local power must of course be 
great. This is unavoidable, The in- 
terest of the institution renders it ne- 
cessary that its management should 
be in the hands of those in its neigh 
bourhood. Buta superior influence 
is not an overwhelming one. It is 
believed that the predominance of the 
diocess in which the Seminary is lo- 
cated, is subject to every needful 
check. Either a General Seminary 
is impracticable or the church now 
possesses one. The advantages oi 
making it general, it is believed, are 
now secured, and at the same time it 
is so far local as other purposes fe 
vourable to its stability and greatest 
prosperity seem to require. 
Excepting that measure of influ- 
ence arising from locality which is 
unavoidable, as was remarked above, 
I would respectfully invite the Ohio 
Layman to point out, if he can, a sit- 
gle circumstance from which it would 
appear, that the Convention at New- 
York, the Trustees resident there and 
its Bishop have more influence in the 
management of the Seminary than the 
Convention, the Trustees and the Br 
shop of any other diocess. And yet 
he has said the Seminary is complete- 
ly under the control of New-York- 
Truth; the justice due to the intelli 
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ence and the integrity of the Gene- 
Convention, by whom this consti- 

tion was adopted, and I will add, 

aitachment to the Church, identified 
in her prosperity, as it is conceived, 
with this institution, require that the 

Qhio Layman herein also acknow- 

ledge that he was mistaken. 

\. L again quote him. “The fact 
is there was no change of circum- 
gances in 1821, which would war- 
rut a change of opinion in those 
who had been unfavourable to the 
General Seminary.” Here too he 
writes with his usual inaccuracy. I 
regret in particular the use of the 
word “fact.” Several changes have 
been noticed in the preceding obser- 
vations. Perhaps the Constitution 
had not reached our author. But he 
must have heard that it had been al- 
tered, even if he did not hear of that 
important particular by which popu- 
lation and contribution were allowed 
| their proper influence. Here was one 

change which might warrant that 

change of sentiment which appears 
to have surprised him. 

Another change of an obvious cha- 
racter was the removal of the Semi- 
nary. ‘This was the consequence, as 
before remarked, of Sherrard’s lega- 
cy. They who had objected to New- 
Haven as the seat of Yale College, 
or toany place in New-England as be- 
ing the land of the puritans and the so- 
cinians; or whe considered New- Y ork 
as on Various accounts the most suit- 
able site for the Seminary, might, 
without being liable to any imputation 
of inconsistency, decline to favour the 
institution when at the former place, 
and become its decided and devoted 
advocates when removed to the latter 
place.* 

_,With respect to the objection 
against a late proceeding of the stand- 
ing committee of the trustees I shall 
lerely observe, that perhaps it may 







* Suppose, for illustration, it should be 
removed to Ohio, would not “this change” 
remove all the objections of “the Ohio 
Layman?” 
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be considered with as much proprie- 
ty an executive as a legislative act. 
The last convention specially instruct- 
ed the trustees to adopt measures for 
augmenting the funds. That the trus- 
tees referred this business to the stand- 
ing committee is almost certain, as 
we know that collectors deputed by 
them have been in various dioceses. 
This committee was constituted, we 
are told, for conducting “the neces- 
sary business” during the recess of 
the Board of Trustees. 

If then they had reason to believe 
that funds were about to be diverted 
to other objects which would have 
naturally flowed into the Treasury of 
the General Seminary, it was as much 
their duty to prevent this as it was 
to take direct measures for augment- 
ing those funds. To the friends of 
the Church at home they make a 
personal application, but to those 
friends abroad they address a general 
declaration as to the importance and 
necessity of our institution; and even 
this declaration is placed under the 
discretion of one of their professors 
in Europe, to be used as circum- 
stances may render expedient or ne- 
cessary. But I will not dwell on 
this; my purpose was to state facts 


rather than to combat opinions. 
A FRIEND. 


--»-@@e-- 
To the Editors of the Gospel Messenger. 


REMARKS ON A SELECTION FROM 
SECKER’S LECTURES. 


I. woutp beg leave, through the 
medium of the Gospel Messenger, to 
call your attention, and that of your 
readers, to a book which has just 
been published with the following 
title: 

“Discourses on the Command- 
ments, and the Sacraments of Bap- 
tism and the Lord’s Supper. From 
the Lectures on the Catechism by 
Archbishop Secker, with a Memoir 
of his Life, and his Sermon on Con- 
firmation. Selected and edited by a 
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Minister of the P. Ep. Church in the 
U.S.” 

I cannot help expressing my great 
regret, that a selection from so small 
a book as Secker on the Catechism, 
should have issued from the American 
press. The work, as it came from 
the hands of its learned author, was a 
compendious system of Catechetical 
instruction for youth. But in the pre- 
sent publication, the continuity of the 
Lectures has been broken; _ their 
adaptation as parts of a whole de- 
stroyed, and the form given to them 
by the Archbishop, has been totally 
changed. This treatment of foreign 
works of great excellence and useful- 
ness, is by no means calculated to 
increase our reputation among litera- 
ry men abroad, or to promote the 
cause of literature, theology, or sci- 
ence, in our own country. 

In the book under consideration, 
the following Lectures have been 
omitted, which, I think, are among 
the best to be found in the original 
work: 

An Introductory Lecture; 

A Lecture on the. Privileges of 
Baptism; 

A Lecture on Renunciation in 
Baptism; 

A Lecture on the Obligation to 
believe and to do; 

A Lecture on the Grounds and 
Rule of Faith; 

12 Lectures on the Creed; 

4 Lectures on the Lord’s Prayer; 
and ‘ 

The Concluding Lecture. 

If I could be persuaded, that the 
origmal work, or an American edi- 
tion of it, was too voluminous, or too 
costly to obtain a general circulation 
in this country, I should admit it as a 
good excuse for the present publica- 
tion. This, indeed, is urged in the 
preface as a reason for the undertak- 
mg: “lest the size and cost of the 
volume containing all the Lectures, 
might prove an obstacle to the gene- 
ral circulation of such an invaluable 
work.” But it does not appear to 


Remarks on a Selection from Secker’s Lectures. 
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me that this reason has existence jy 
the fact. The London copy, cm, 
taining all the Lectures on the Cat, 
chism, is a small book which cog 
two dollars; and the book under cop. 
sideration, containing but 17 Lecturs 
out of 39, costs 87 1-2 cents. Anj 
the Editor candidly states, that th 
rest of the Lectures “may also pro. 
bably constitute a separate volun 
of thesame size hereafter.” Whit, 
then, it may be asked, will be the x. 
commodation to the reader? Ther 
will be too volumes instead of one, 
and the price, at last, will be nearly 
equal to the London copy, and, | 
have no doubt, be even more than an 
American edition of the whole work: 
which, probably, woulu not exceed 
$1.25. But if the rest of the Le. 
tures should be published, as appears 
to be contemplated by the Editor o/ 
the book before us, the order of the 
Lectures cannot be restored, no 
shall we have Secker’s Lectures o 
the Catechism, as Archbishop Secker 
left them. J much doubt, whether 
Episcopalians will think this an aé- 
vantage. 

The Editor further states, that “t 
those who study the other integra 
portions of the catechism, with a view 
either to learn or expound them, ati- 
ple means are afforded by many ap- 
proved publications: among other 
writers on these subjects, Pearson on 
the Creed, and Mrs. H. More on the 
Lord’s Prayer, are fully competent 
to supply the omission which is now 
very reluctantly adopted, of thes 
admirable lectures of the learned and 
pious Archbishop.” Preface, pp. ili 
iv. With due deferénce to the judg: 
ment of the Editor, whoever he may 
be, I am of opinion that, independent 
of its high price, Bishop Pearson on 
the Creed, is not exactly the kind o! 
book which the Clergy would think 
of placing in the hands of young pel 
sons, as a substitute for Secker’s Lec- 
tures on that subject. It is above 
the capacity of those for whose us 
these Lectures are chiefly designed. 








[Juan HR 824.) 
tence What the Editor may mean by the 
DY, Cop Mliyeluctance with which the selection 
he Cate fiwas made, I confess, Messrs. Editors, 
Ch cosy MN do not understand. As I neither see 
der con. Mh: necessity, nor usefulness, of any 
4€Cturys Megelection from so small a book, I am 
- And fyor able to discern the urgent motive 
hat th fwhich led to its publication. I should 
Iso pro. have been better pleased, had it been 
VOlume Hie let alone. 
What, An American edition of Secker’s 
the ae. Lectures on the Catechism of the 
Ther fe Church of England: with a Discourse 
of on, Hon Confirmation,” with such explan- 
nearly [Me atory notes as might be necessary to 
and, | Je adapt them to our institutions, would 
han an Me have been a useful work, deserving 
work; ie the patronage of the Church. Such 
exceed Ma publication has long been desired 
e Lec. Me by the Clergy, and, I hope, will be 
ppeay J undertaken by some public spirited 
itor of fe individual, who has at heart the inte- 
of the Me rest of revealed religion, as professed 
, not fm by the Protestant Episcopal Church. 
8 On QUIDAM. 
ecker 
rether —PA— 
nN ad- 
To the Editors of the Gospel Messenger. 
“ 
ot PRO. EPIS. SOCIETY FOR THE AD- 
4 VANCEMENT OF CHRISTIANITY 
view IN SOUTH-CAROLIN A. 
, am 
y ap Tue Sermons in aid of the funds 
other HR of this excellent Society, according to 
non fi 2 standing rule of the Board of Trus- 
a the tees, will be delivered in our City 
tent Churches on the third Sunday of the 
now present month. I have been grieved, 
hese J because I knew such an opinion 
and could not but operate injuriously, and 
. ill, surprised, to hear it asserted that, the 
idg- J ‘unds of the Society were ample; as 
nay {the Trustees could be so regardless 
lent of propriety, as to ask assistance 
on when it was not needed. When we 
lof @® ‘collect that, in many districts in our 
ink tate the worship of our Church has 
el ever once been celebrated; that the 
ec- Prayer Book is scareely known to a 
we large proportion of our population in 
Ise the North and West, and how many 


. Youths of genius and piety there are, 


Protestant Episcopal Society. 
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who, under proper encouragement, 
might be induced to devote them- 
selves to the sacred ministry, we may 
safely remark that, at least ten times 
the. amount of the present income of 
the Society could be beneficially ex- 
pended. If there be any disposed to 
withdraw, or diminish, the donations, 
under which this institution has been 
so usefully operating, it would be well 
for them to pause for a moment, and 
inquire into the state of its funds, and 
into the purposes which its constitu- 
tion contemplates. It combines va- 
rious important designs, and, there- 
fore, has occasion for the same trea- 
sury as, in other states, is divided be- 
tween several distinct societies, bear- 
ing respectively the names of Bible, 
Prayer Book, Tract, Education, Mis- 
sionary, &c. 

Our friends who have been absent 
from town during the winter and 
spring, while their hearts are pene- 
trated with gratitude and gladness for 
the permission of returning to their 
Church, the scene of so many delight- 
ful associations, will, naturally, de- 
sire to express their emotions by an 
act of liberality, the token at once of 
their love to God and Man. And 
they who expect to leave the Church 
for the summer, will gladly embrace 
the opportunity of testifying their 
regard for those principles, to the 
defence and propagation of which, 
“amid the changes and chances of 
this mortal life,” they may not again 
be able to contribute. Naturally, too, 
must they wish to do that, on account 
of which “the blessing of many ready 
to perish” may descend on them, 
their children, and their children’s 
children. 

The amount of collections latterly, 
has been too small. .Let any one 
consider the number of worshippers, 
and he will be astonished to find how 
very small is the average contribu- 
tion; not exceeding 25 cents each. 
Self-denial in relation to the superflu- 
ities of the table, or of apparel, for a 
single month, to say nothing of the 
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whole year, would furnish the means 
to many, of effectually promoting 
“the advancement of Christianity” in 
their native state, the permanent ben- 
efit of society, and the everlasting 


peace of individuals. 
A MEMBER. 


+2 @@e--- 


To the Editors of the Gospel Messenger. 


ON THE PERSONALITY OF THE 
HOLY GHOST. 


Tue following remarks on the 
Personality of the Holy Spirit, I 
send for insertion in the Gospel Mes- 
senger, should it coincide with your 
plan to receive them, think: are plain 
and scriptural, and, I think, calculat- 
ed to produce conviction wherever 
the authority of the Bible is admitted. 
They are from the pen of the Rev. 
John Scott, D. D. and are to be 
found in his popular and highly useful 


work, “The Christian Life.” 
E. 


The Holy Spirit is the third Person 
in the triune Godhead; for that be- 
sides the Father and the Son, there is 
a third divine Person subsisting in 
the Godhead, is most plainly and ex- 
pressly asserted in holy seripture. 
This third Person is known in scrip- 
ture by the name of the Holy Ghost, 
or the Spirit of the Lord; for that 


the Holy Ghost so often named in 


the New Testament, is the same with 
that Spirit of the Lord so much cele- 
brated in the Old, St. Peter expressly 
asserts, 2 Peter i. 21. “For the Pro- 

y came not in old time by the 
will of man, but holy men of God 
spake as they were moved by the 
Holy Ghost. From which words 
it is evident, that this Holy Ghost 
whom St. Peter here mentions, is the 
very same with that Holy Spirit, or 
Spirit of the Lord, by whom, as we 
are told in the Old ‘Testament, the 
ancient Prophets were inspired. See 
among others, Isaiah }xiii. 11. 2 Sa- 
muel xxiii. 2. And accordingly St. 


On the Personality of the Holy Ghost. 
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Peter applies that prophecy of Jog]; 
28,1 will pour out my Spirit upg 
all flesh,” to the miraculous descey 
of the Holy Ghost on the day 

Pentecost, Acts ii. 16, 17. “But ‘s 
is that,” saith he, “which Was spoke 
by the Prophet Joel,” &c. whic 
could not be true, if St. Peter’s H. ah 
Ghost were not the same with Joe? 
Spirit of the Lord. But it is mo 
certain that the Holy Ghost, whig 
St. Peter and the New Testament y 
often mention, was a real Person, ani 
not a mere quality, as the Socinians 
vainly dream; for we every wher 
find personal properties and action 
attributed to him. Thus he is saij 
to speak, Acts xxviii. 25, and Heb, 
iii. 7; yea, and his speeches are fre 
_, recorded; so Acts x. 2% 
“The Spirit said unto Peter, Aris, 
therefore, get thee down, and go wit 
them, for I have sent thee.” Ani 
Acts xiii. 2: “The Holy Ghost said 
Separate me Barnabas and Saul {a 
the work whereunto I have called 
them.” And how can we, withou 
horrible force to such plain _historica 
relations, which ought to be litera 
and not figurative, attribute thes 
speeches to a mere virtue or quality: 
And elsewhere he is said to “reprove 
the world,’ John xvi. 8, and to 
“search into and know the deep 
things of God,” 1 Cor. ii. 10, 11, and 
to “divide his gifts severally to ever) 
man as he will,” 1 Cor. xii. 11. Ani 
not only so, but such things and a 
tions are attributed unto him, as céii 
in no sense be attributed to the Fe 
ther; which would be nonsense, if he 
were only the virtue or power of the 
Father, and not a real Person distin 
from him. Thus the Holy Ghost ' 
said to come, as sent from the Father. 
in the name of Christ, John xiv. 26. 
And in John xvi. 7, he is said t 
come, as sent from Christ. And 
when he comes, Christ promises 


them that he shail “guide them inte 


all truth; for he shall not speak “ 
himself, 7 saith he, “but whatsoever 
he shail hear, that shall he speak, 
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vr, 13. Again, “He shall glorify 
ne” saith Christ, “for he shall re- 
ceive of mine, and shall show it unto 
you,” ver. 14. And to name no 
more, the Holy Ghost is said to 
«make intercession for the saints, ac- 













Which HMM cording to the will of God,” Rom. 
T'S Hi MM ii, 27. None of which things can, 
th Joe i any tolerable sense, be said of God 
1S moq MMS the Father. 
t, Whog Since, therefore, not only personal 
iment » HS actions, but such personal actions also 
SON, and HA as cannot be attributed to the Father, 
Ocinians HS are frequently attributed to the Holy 
" Wher HRY Ghost, it hence necessarily follows 

action HP that he is not merely the Virtue or 
* 18 stid HRS Power of the Father, but a distinct 
d Het, principle of action from him, that acts 
re fe Mi from and by himself, and conse- 

X. 2: B® quently is a real Person or Subsist- 

Arise, ence. 

‘0 With ~~» @@e@«-- 
And 

st said, For the Gospel Messenger. 
ul for REMARKS ON ACTS VII. 59. 
called 
ithowt “And they stoned Stephen, calling up- 


on God, and saying, Lord Jesus, receive 


ter my spirit.” ets vii. 59. 

these Tuis is one among the numerous 
ality texts of scripture from which the Di- 
oh vinity of Christ may fairly be infer- 
d to red. The passage is a highly inte- 
deep resting one. Jt contains an affecting 
and relation of the death of the first mar- 
very tyr Stephen, one of the seven Dea- 
And cons, and “a man full.of the Holy 


a: Ghost and of wisdom.” It scems that 


can the charge against him was, blasphe- 
Fe my against the Temple and the Law; 
he for he asserted that the coming of 
the Christ was to destroy the one, and 
= that the authority of the other was 
‘ how done away and superceded by. 
its accomplishment in the Messiah. 
" B® Nothing was more calculated to excite 
to the Jewish rulers against him, and he 
- could not but perceive to what immi- 
a hent danger the assertion of his faith 
‘ at this time would expose him. Now 
/ how do we see him behave in this 
4 perilous situation? After a brief re- 


cital of their history, he boldly accu- 
GOS. MES.—VOL. I. 





Remarks on Acts vii. 59. 
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ses the Jews of obstinacy in still re- 
sisting the Holy Ghost, and of being 
the betrayers and murderers of that 
Just One whose coming the Prophets 
had plainly predicted. This allusion 
to their recent crucifixion of the 
“Lord of Glory,” filled them with 
rage—“they were cut to the heart, 
and gnashed on him with their teeth. 
But he being full of the Holy Ghost, 
locked up steadfastly into heaven, 
and saw the glory of God, and Jesus 
standing on the right hand of God; 
and said, Behold, I see the heavens 
opened, and the Son of Man standing 
on the right hand of God.” Such 
blasphemy they could no longer listen 
to—“they cried out with a_ loud 
voice, and stopped their ears, and ran 
upon him with one accord, and cast 
him out of the city, and stoned him.” 
We cannot too much admire the 
conduct of this holy martyr. Amid 
all these circumstances of terror, he 
shrunk not from the firm profes- 
sion of his faith: a faith, it must be 
observed, not founded upon bare opi- 
nion, but upon plain and evident 
He had been accused of too 
much exalting the Gospel over the 
Law; and here, instead of retracting 
this assertion,he shows its evident truth 
and reasonableness. His chief crime 
in the eye of his judges evidently was 
his devotion to the crucified Jesus, 
and the boldness with which he 
avowed his belief. But though me- 
naced by death, he forgets not the 
heavenly Master who supported him, 
and in whose cause he suffered.. He 
humbly and cheerfully commits his 
spirit into his hands, “invoking “him, 
and saying, Lord Jesus, receive my 
spirit.” ‘To the same divine Saviour 
he kneels down and prays, “Lord, 
lay not this sin to their charge.” 
‘‘Now here is a dying martyr, who 
is expressly said to be ‘filled with the 
Holy Ghost,’ and to enjoy the vision 
of the heavenly world, and of the Sa- 


* This is the meaning of the original. 
The word God was added by the Transla- 
tors. 


23 
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viour who was there; in his last mo- 
ments, too—on the very verge of 
eternity; here is such a martyr, com- 
mitting his departing spirit into the 
hands of the Lord Jesus, in the very 
same language and with the same 
confidence, with which Jesus, when 
expiring upon the cross, committed 
his spirit into the hands of the Fa- 
ther.* This expiring disciple also, 
implores forgiveness for his murder- 
ers. Of whom does he implore it? 
Of the same Lord Jesus. Can a de- 
parting spirit be intrusted to any be- 
ing, and the forgiveness of sin be ex- 
pected of him, who has not omnipo- 
tence and supreme authority? And 
can a dying martyr, with his eyes 
fixed on the very vision of God, and 
his soul filled with the Holy Ghost, 
ask and pray amiss?”’* Surely not. 
“And when my departing spirit shall 
quit these mortal scenes, and wing its 
way to the world unknown; with my 
latest breath I desire to pray, as the 


expiring martyr did, ‘Lorp JEsvs, 
RECEIVE MY SPIRIT.’ “} 


E. 
ee 
For the Gospel Messenger. 


ON THE WORD SACRAMENT. 


Tue derivation of the word Sacra- 
ment, is commonly so misunderstood, 
that the Editors of the Gospel Mes- 
senger will oblige me by inserting in 
their next number, the following eX- 
planatory extract from Knox’s Consi- 
derations on the Nature and Efficacy 
of the Lord’s Supper. After the 
high commendation of this work, by 
the late learned Bishop Horsley, it 
would not become me to offer my fee- 
ble testimony in its favour. I may, 
however, be permitted to observe, 
that the perusal of this book has af- 
forded me more satisfactory informa- 
tion, on this holy and important Insti- 
tution of our Sayiour in his Church, 
than I have derived from any other 


* Luke xxiii. 46. 

+t Professor Stuart’s Letters to the Rev. 
Wa. E. Channing, 3d ed. p. 102. 

t Ibid. p. 156. 
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source; and I would, therefore, 1, 
commend it to those who wish to Ob 
tain a competent knowledge of th 
subject. The English edition is to be 
preferred. 

“The word Sacrament, whieh dis 
tinguishes these Holy Rites [ Baptism 
and the Supper of the Lord] is cer. 
tainly not a scriptural term, neither j 
it classical; for I do not accord with 
those who derive it from Sacramen. 
tum, the military oath of the Romans, 
It evidently comes from Sacramey. 
tum, as used by the early translators 
of the Bible, in the edition called the 
Vulgate, whenever they had oceasion 
to render into Latin the Greek tern, 
Mystery. ‘The very name Sacrament 
implies Mystery. In the language oj 
theologists, who, more intent on things 
than words, did not always study the 
purest diction of the Augustan age, Sa 
cramentum is adopted as the appro 
priate name for the Holy Mysteries of 
Baptism and the Lord’s Supper; and 
accordingly our Church, in the Com- 
munion Service, announces, “that our 
Master and only Saviour Jesus Christ 
—hath instituted and ordained Holy 
Mysteries as pledges of his love, and 
for a continual remembrance of his 
death, to our great and endless com- 
fort.” 

“In the Vulgate are the following 
passages, where Sacramentum is used 
for Arcanum and Mysterium: 
Dan. ii. 18. Ut quererent misericor- 
diam super sacramento 
isto. 

Sacramentum hoc reve- 
latum est. 

Tu potuisti aperire hoc 
sacramentum. 

Omne sacramentum non 
est impossibile tibi. 

Ut notum faceret nobis 
sacramentum voluntatis 
tue. 

Notum mihi factum est 
sacramentum. 
Dispensatio sacrament 
absconditi a seculis in 
Deo. 


30. 

47. 

iv. 6. 
Ephes. i. 9. 
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phes. v- 32. Sacramentum hoc mag- 
num est. 
ol. i. 27. Divitias glorie sacramen- 
ti hujus in gentibus. 
) Tim. iii. 16. Et manifeste magnum 
est pietatis sacramen- 
tum. 


B Apoc. i. 10. Sacramentum septem 


stellaram. 

The word Sacramentum is used 
also in the same signification, that is, 
jor “secret,” and “mystery,” in the 
Vulgate Apocrypha; but in none of 
these places has it the least reference 
to the military oath of the Romans. 
Neither has the name Sacrament 
been given by the Church to the Eu- 
charist, or to Baptism, as signifying 
an Oath of Fidelity. ‘Tertullian 
calls the whole of Christianity, “the 
Sacrament, that is, the Mystery of 


the Christian religion.” 


A COMMUNICANT. 


woe 


To the Editors of the Gospel Messenger. 


ON THE MANNER OF CONDUCTING 
RELIGIOUS JOURNALS. 


I nave been delighted with your 
new periodical journal; a work long 
wished for by the friends of our 
church. Among its most striking ex- 
cellencies, that of having its pages 
iree from all angry disputation, en- 
titles you to much praise. 

After all our boasting of the good 
feelings, so general in our day, facts 
show, that those unruly passions 
which disturb the peace and harmo- 
ny of society, are not brought into 
subjection to the divine will, but are 
active in working out the purpose of 
their malignity. 

Some periodical publications of 


“the present day, have a large pro- 


portion of their pages devoted to po- 
lemical theology, which partakes of 
that bitterness and uncharitable spi- 
rit, which would do dishonour to the 
darkest ages; others which profess to 
exclude all such matter, ever and 
anon, do admit, under various pre- 
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tences, communications highly tine- 
tured with individual animosity, and 
bitter personalities. And why is this 
so? Must it be said, that we, who 
live in the nineteenth century, have 
not learned the precepts of Christian 
forbearance? That there should be an 
unanimity among believers, in all the 
articles of our holy religion; or that 
there should be one sentiment as to 
the means proper for its promulga- 
tion, is not looked for by any one who 
studies human nature, and reflects 
upon different circumstances, atten- 
dant on individuals. But can we 
not “give a reason for the hope that 
is in us,” in clear and forcible lan- 
guage, without suspecting the mo- 
tives, or impugning the character, of 
those who differ from us in senti- 
ment, or in plans for general good? 
The great principles of Christian 
Morality, so eloquently and fully il- 
lustrated in the Holy Scriptures, that 
“the way-faring man, though a fool, 
cannot err therein;” and so closely 
connected with a living faith in Christ 
Jesus, as not to admit of a separation, 
are acknowledged by almost every 
American writer; yet, from causes 
which I will not undertake to explain, 
the monstrous doctrine of Antinomi- 
anism, I firmly believe, has more in- 
fluence in society than what we are 
generally aware of. If we look into 
the controversial publications of the 
day, we, too frequently, will find the 
most shameful language of disrespect, 
the most ungenerous suspicions of the 
motives, and pitiful insinuation against 
character; while the arguments and 
reasons of those, who are so unfortu- 
nate as to differ from them, are mis- 
represented, and disingenuously made 
to speak sentiments, never intended 
by the author. The same writers are 
prodigal in their praise of their coad- 
jutors, attributing to them, as well as 
to themselves, the most honourable 
epithets, which are only due to the 
meek, and humble followers of the 
blessed Jesus. Now mark the effect 
which such writings have on society. 
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A censorious and uncharitable spirit 
becomes prevalent. Instead of ex- 
amining the spring and motive of our 
thoughts, and attending to the effects 
produced by our conversation and 
actions, we are busied in illiberally 
magnifying the errors of our neigh- 
bours. It may be that these angry 
writers, and these unruly members of 
society, loudly disclaim Antinomian- 
ism; but surely, they either consider 
Christian morality of little import- 
ance, or what is but one step farther, 
unworthy the Christian’s time and 
concern. 

I have seen in a late number of the 
Christian Observer, an extract of a 
letter from the learned Dr. Jarvis, of 
Boston, which breathes the spirit of 
Gospel liberality, and primitive piety. 
The writings of such learned, ortho- 
dox, and pious men, while they tend 
to enlighten and harmonize the mem- 
bers of the American Church, must 
make a most favourable impression 
on the minds of the friends of our Zi- 
on beyond the Atlantic. 

I hope I shall not live to see the 
time when we shall sacrifice truth for 
a love of tranquillity. But if the ram- 
parts of our holy religion be attacked 
by an enemy, let us not return evil 
for evil, but good for evil; let us be di- 
ligent to spread useful knowledge, and 
the good tidings of the gospel dispen- 
sation among the people; let us be ac- 
tive in selecting faithful watchmen, 
who shall preach Christ crucified to 
perishing sinners. We shall do more 
for the propagation of gospel truth, 
and the increase of Christian morali- 
ty, and consequently for the glory of 
Gop, by adhering to these maxims, 
than all the falsifiers who may “en- 
compass land and water to make con- 
verts.” Go on, then, Messrs. Edi- 
tors, in the way you have commenced; 
let the doctrines of revealed religion 
continue to have a large place in your 
sheets; cherish peace and harmony 
among the members of our Zion, and 
convey to them as far as the limits of 


your paper will admit, every kind of 


knowledge that will best promote the, 


temporal and spiritual welfare. 
HARMONY. 


—~O— 


For the Gospel Messenger. 
ON PIOUS GIFTS. 


Tue worthy Bishop Griswold thy 
expresses himself in his last addres 
to the Convention of the Eastem 
Diocess: “Is it not strange, or rather 
extremely inconsistent, that God’ 
people, who should ‘honour him with 
their substance, and with the firs 
fruits of all their increase,’ should 
forget him in that awful moment, its 
last distribution? that so many Chris. 
tians had rather that their large for. 
tunes should be spent in luxury and 
dissipation, than in administering to 
famished souls the bread of life! That 
their estates should be applied to the 
ruining, rather than to the saving of 
mankind. Certainly the cases are not 
few to which these reflections may 
justly be applied; and are more nv- 
merous, we may well fear, in our 
church than in any other.” 

Our business is, however, not to 
judge others, but to take heed to our- 
selves. Let us cherish a grateful re- 
membrance of those who have remem- 
bered Zion. There are more than one 
or two places in this diocess, in which 
churches exist and flourish, in conse- 
quence of the “pious benefactions of 
individuals.” 

There is a consideration in favour 
of giving, rather than bequeathing, 
which must have its weight. It is, 
that one, in the former case, enjoys 
the high satisfaction of witnessing the 
usefulness of his charity. While we 
live, let us give what we can spare, 
consistently with other just claims, 
and when we die, of what we no long- 
er need, let piety and charity have 
their full proportion. How few now 
give as the Old Testament believers 
did! How happy would many a rich 
man make himself, if he annually 
disbursed, as we are told Dr. Rush 
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4, one seventh, or one tenth of his 
-ome for the benefit of others. Why 
wht not an individual, or, two or 
ee associated, undertake to erect a 
jurch; found a religious academy; or 
intain a minister for the improve- 
ent of their own neighbourhood, or 
yy destitute parishr Are there not 





old thus jome persons sufficiently rich for such 
addres, vood work? And on what object 
Castem amp! expense could they reflect with 
‘rather Mpreater, or even equal satisfaction? 
God; HWhat ornament on a_ plantation so 
1 with Jmpppropriate, so interesting, as a Cha- 
€ fir [ipel, with its neat enclosure and tow- 
Should Hering spreading trees! How great a 
nt, its eelight would its owner experience on 
Chris. Hieach Lord’s day, to meet his neigh- 
re for. Mbours in the house of God, with the 
Y and Miretlection, that his bounty had _ pro- 
ng to Mvided for them these religious privi- 
That Hileves! What an agreeable and va- 
‘0 the He lwable neighbour to himself, and his 
ng of Me household, might he find in a faithful 
e not Me minister of Jesus Christ! The sums 
may fe which our wealihy men annually ex- 
> nue pnd on mere show, or on pleasures 
our which are but for a day, or a few 
hours, would, if bestowed on the sup- 
t to port of religious institutions, secure to 
our- their families the most important of 
| re. alvantages, and to themselves, pure 
em- and rich satisfaction, and, it may be, 
one peace at the last. Money given for 
ich the “house of God and the offices 
\Se= thereof,’ will bear reflection. Can 
of the same be said of the various 
appropriations by which health is of- 
yur ten ruined, a worldly spirit cultivated; 
Ig, the poor neglected, and God robbed? 
is, Remorse will surely visit those, who 
ys are liberal only for self-gratification, 
re and those, also, who are liberal on 
ye every occasion, except where religion 
e, is concerned; who relieve the suffer- 
3 lg body, but have no pity for the 
r- soul, blind, and leprous, and in dan- 
e ger, by reason of sin, of the fire which 
y ‘tall never be quenched. We lately 
3 met with the following anecdote, 
} which may very properly conclude 


this essay. To a truly pious clergy- 
ian-in straitened circumstances, the 
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late Mr. Thornton, of England, said, 
“Be hospitable, and keep an open 
house for such as are worthy of en- 
tertainment: help the poor and needy: 
I will statedly allow you £200 a year, 
and readily send whatever you have 
occasion to draw for more.” This cler- 
gyman told a friend, that he thought 
he had received of Mr. Thornton, 
upwards of £3000 in this way. 
P. C, 
——OP— 


To the Editors of the Gospel Messenger. 


ON RELIGIOUS RAMBLING. 


Some time ago, I purchased at auc- 
tion a lot of pamphlets, which have 
afforded me both information and 
amusement. Among them is one on 
“Occasional Hearing,” which inter- 
ested me much.* It is a controver- 
sial tract on the impropriety of the 
members of the “Secession Church” 
in Scotland, occasionally attending 
the public service of the Presbyterian 
body from which they have seceded. 
It is stated in the introduction, “that 
the quotations made clearly demon- 
strate that, it is inconsistent with her 
professed principles, that any of her 
members should countenance the offi- 
cial administration of any of the mi- 
nisters of that Church, from which 
she had been obliged to separate, 
while the grounds of separation con- 
tinue.’ P.5. The reasons which 
are given for these opinions are these: 
that a member cannot “justify him- 
self to his God, to his conscience, 
and to the Church of Christ, in coun- 
tenancing the official administrations 
of those, who have settled upon an 
unsound constitution, who have not 
entered into office, and do not admi- 


* Strictures on Occasional Hearing; in 
an inquiry into Song i. 7, “ Why should f 
be as one that turneth aside by the Flocks 
of thy companions?” In two parts. I. Ar- 
guments against the Practice. Il. Argu- 
ments in its favour answered. To which 
are subjoined observations on Prayer for 
Kings. By James Douglas. Second edi- 
tion. Paisley, 1820. 12mo. 





182 


nister ordinances, according to the 
holy scriptures; for if it be a laudable 
and righteous action to hear such for 
one Sabbath, it will surely be so for 
two; and, if it be right to hear them 
for two, it will be so for fifty-two, and 
then all dissent from their corrupt 
systems will be rendered null and 
void, and we ourselves will be in- 
volved in the common apostacy.” 
P.7. I have given this account of 
the Pamphlet, merely to show the 
occasion on which a very interesting 
paragraph was used, which I have 
copied from the appendix, p. 109, 
and which is‘ taken from Thomson’s 
“Sermon on Stedfastnessin the Faith,” 
p- 20. Its main object is to show, 
the impropriety of permitting our 
children to run from one place of 
public worship to another, whereby 
they become perfectly indifferent to- 
wards serious and vital piety, as pro- 
fessed by any Christian denomina- 
tion. The remarks are judicious, and 
deserve attention. I send them to 
you for insertion in the Gospel Mes- 
senger. F. 


“With relation to a profession in 
which persons are baptised and edu- 
cated, although it is highly improper 
to continue it merely because it was 
the religion of their father; it is equal- 
ly improper, if not worse, to abandon, 
without sufficient reason, the particu- 
lar profession, in the principles of 
which they have been taught. It is 
an erroneous sentiment acted upon 
by some, that they have nothing to 
do with their father’s religion, in 
which they have been brought up. 
Religion, however, as such, has to do 
with them as moral and responsible 
creatures, and not to be abandoned, 
but upon discovery of its being un- 
supported by scripture authority; 
otherwise the desertion can be view- 
ed in no other light than that of 
apostacy. 

It may not be improper here to ob- 
serve, that much blame often attaches 
to parents, in respect of their chil- 
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dren, whose minds are not duly jj 
pressed with the knowledge and jy 
portance of religious principles. Jy 
injunction in the following ver; 
little attended to: “Feed thy kids), 
side the shepherds’ tents.” It ig , 
forced interpretation, surely, to 
derstand this of children, (as well g 
of young converts in religion,) aj 
that they be induced, even in this ea. 
ly period of life, to attend the dispep 
sation of ordinances by the faithiy 
shepherds of Jesus, and not be alloy. 
ed to turn aside after the flocks of tly 
companions. But instead of this nu. 
ture and dutiful training up of chil 
dren in the way that they should m, 
are they not often allowed unrestraip. 
ed liberty to wander wherever thei 
inclination or companions may leai 
them? Thus a practice at first allow. 
ed to gratify a vain curiosity, or ia 
compliance with the solicitations of 
friend, a practice so congenial to i» 
clination, and sanctioned by the » 
principled crowds around, is readily 
continued even in advanced life, when 
the understanding may be supposei 
capable of distinguishing between the 
principles of the flock, and the looe 
views of divine truth held by the cow 
panions. Since the exercise of acquiring 
fixed principles in religion is in early 
life so culpably neglected, it cannot le 
matter of wonder if the practice here 
opposed be afterwards rarely or will 
difficulty restrained. The neglect 
this important duty, and the violation 
of solemn engagements on the part o! 
parents, is afterwards punished by the 
mortification, ( (not to say worse of it. 
of not seeing their children “walking 
in the same steps,” but pursuing 
courses, even in matters of religion, 
of the evil of which they themselves 
have been fully convinced; courses i 
which they consider it unsafe to live 
and die. It must be painful to parer- 
tal feeling, to see those to whom they 
are so closely related, and in whiose 
welfare they are so deeply interested, 
neglecting the religion of their sincet- 
est faith; a religion, which has ofte? 
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-» to themselves a source of present 
vand of future hope. But their ad- 
‘oced life is burdened with vexation, 
im those who might otherwise com- 
their declining years, by walking 
the truth, and serving God in their 
neration, and transmitting to pos- 
rity that religion which is their 
eatest glory and only hope. The 
nsideration that their unprincipled 
nduct is chiefly owing to the neglect 
‘their own solemn engagements, 
annot fail to imbitter those other- 
ise painful reflections, principally 
casioned, as in the case of Eli of 
\d, by their own undue indulgence. 
may add, the low insinuations of 
wetended, yet carnal and treacher- 
us friends; the disagreeable imputa- 
jon of foolish preciseness, and unfa- 
ionable singularity, combining with 
e pride of the human heart; the 
ead-strong vanity of a young gene- 
tion, who have not known the 
yorks of the Lord; and the fond, 
blind indulgence of declining parents, 
upported by that all-prevailing fatal 
seduction, the example of good men, 
men of high character and esteem, 
are at present gradually undermining 
ow faith, and stealing it away by 
piecemeal with our own consent.” 


-@@en- 


From the Christian Remembrancer for Sep. 1823. 


Review of Letters on the State of 
Christianity in India; in which 
the Conversion of the Hindoos is 
considered as Impracticable. To 
which is added, a Vindication of 
the Hindoos, Male and Female, in 
Answer to a severe Attack made 
upon both by the Rev. ****, By 
the Abbé J. A. Dubois, Missiona- 
ry in Mysore, Author of the De- 
scription of the teen 52 of India. 
London. 1823 


“Ip any of the several modes of chris- 
‘an worship were calculated to make an 
impression and gain ground in the coun- 
y, it is no doubt the catholic form which 
‘0 protestants call an idolatry in dis- 
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guise: it has a Pooga or sacrifice; (the 
mass is termed by the Hindoos Pooga, lit- 
erally sacrifice;) it has processions, ima- 
ges, statues, firtan or holy-water, fasts, 
littys or feasts, and prayers for the dead, 
invocation of saints, &c. all which practi- 
ces bear more or hess resemblance to those 
in use among the Hindoos. Now, if even 
such a mode of worship is become so ob- 
jectionable to the natives, can it be reason- 
ably expected that any one of the simple 
protestant sects will ever prosper among 
them?” P. 18. 


This is in a short compass, and in 
the Abbé’s own words, the great ar- 
gument that pervades the whole of 
his Letters. We shall not stop to ex- 
pose its inconclusiveness; there is 
really no parallel whatever between 
the exertions made by the Abbe and 
his brethren, and those now making 
by our own Church. On the one 
hand, there was presented to the na- 
tives a form of Christianity so cor- 
rupted and brought down to the pre- 
judices and superstitions of the na- 
tives, as actually to call for the au- 
thoritative interference of the Roman 
Pontiff: on the other, we have the 
Gospel preached in all its original! 
purity; exhibited under a_ regular 
polity, with all the reasonable accom- 
paniments of outward splendour; 
professed by the government of the 
country; and propagated under the 
effective superintendence of a resi- 
dent bishop by a daily improving and 
increasing body of clergy, who will 
know how to temper zeal with know- 
ledge, and be prudent without guile. 
Surely on such men, and on their la- 
bours, we may confidently look for 
the divine blessing. 

That we have not painted the con- 
duct of the Jesuit missionaries in too 
strong colours the following extract 
will abundantly show: 

“The Christian religion of the Catholic 
persuasion was introduced into India a 
little more than three hundred years ago; 
at the epoch of the Portuguese invasions. 
One of the first missionaries was the fa- 
mous St. Francis Xavier, a Spanish Jesuit 
of the greatest merit, and animated with a 


truly apostolical zeal, and still known un- 
der the appellation of the pestle of India. 
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He traversed several provinces of India, 
and is said to have made many thousand 
converts, ata period when the prejudices 
of the natives against the Christian reli- 
gion were far from reaching the height they 
have since attained. The caste of fishermen 
at Cape Comorin, who are ali Christians, 
still pride themselves in being the off- 
spring of the first proselytes made by that 
apostle. 

“Xavier soon discovered in the manners 
and prejudices of the natives an insur- 
mountable bar to the progress of Christi- 
anity among them, as appears from the 
printed letters still extant, which he wrote 
to St. Ignatius de Loyola, his superior, 
and the founder of the order of the Jesuits. 

“At last Francis Xavier, entirely dis- 
heartened by the invincible obstacles he 
every where met in his apostolic career, 
and by the apparent impossibility of mak- 
ing real converts, left the country in dis- 
gust, after a stay in it of,only two or 
three years; and he embarked for Japan, 
where his spiritual labours were crowned 
with far greater success, and laid the 
foundation of those once numerous and 
flourishing congregations of Japanese 
Christians, who, within a period of less 
than a century amounted to more than a 
million of souls. At this time their daily 
increasing numbers threatening to sup- 
plant the religion of the country, awaken- 
ed the jealousy and alarm of the Bonzes 
and other directors of the popular faith, 
and gave rise to one of the severest perse- 
cutions ever recorded in the annals of 
Christianity, and which ended in the total 
extermination of the Christians. After an 
interval of nearly two hundred years, this 
spirit of intolerance and persecution is 
still continued, as appears from the con- 
duct observed to this day by the Japanese 
government towards the Europeans tra- 
ding to their shores, and from some other 
circumstances. 

“The disappointment and want of suc- 
cess of Xavier ought to have been suili- 
cient to damp the most fervent zeal of the 
persons disposed to enter the same ca- 
reer. Whena man of his temper, talents, 
and virtues, had been baffled in all his 
endeavours to introduce Christianity into 
India, his successors could scarcely flat- 
ter themselves with the hope of being 
more fortunate. However, this was not 
the case. His Jesuit brethren in Europe 
were not to be deterred by difliculties or 
contradictions in undertaking, where the 
cause of religion was at stake. In conse- 
quence, Jesuits were sent from every Ca- 
tholic country to India, to forward the in- 
terests of the gospel. 

“By degrees those missionaries intro- 
daced themselves into the inland country. 
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They saw that in order to fix the atte); 
of these people, gain their confidence. 
get a hearing, it was indispensably 
sary to respect their prejudices, and 
to conform to their dress, their manne 
living, and forms of society. In gy 
scrupulously to adopt the costumes , 
practices of the country. 

“With this permission, they at their 
outset announced themselves as Europe 
Brahmins come from a distance of 
thousand leagues from the western py 
of the Djamboody, for the double pury 
of imparting and receiving knowledge fy 
their brother Brahmins in India. Alyy 
all these first missionaries were more 
less acquainted with astronomy or mej 
cine; the two sciences best calculated 
ingratiate them with the natives of ev 
description. 

“After announcing themselves as 8 
mins, they made it their study to imi 
that tribe; they put on a Hindoo dres 
cavy, or yellow colour, the same as th 
used by the Indian religious teachers ; 
penitents; they made frequent ablutir 
whenever they showed themselves in} 
lic, they applied to their forehead pas 
made of sandal wood, as used by the B 
mins. ‘They scrupulously abstained fre 
every kind of animal food, as well as ftv 
intoxicating liquors, entirely faring 
Brahmins on vegetables and milk; is 
word, after the example of St. Paul, 1 
ix. 20, 21. ‘Unto the Jews they beca 
as Jews, that they might gain the Jen 
to them that were without law as with 
law. They were made all things to 
men, that they might by all means # 
some.’ It was by such a life of alm 
incredible privations and restraints, tlé 
they insinuated themselves among the 
people. 

“Fully aware of the unalterable.attat 
ment of the natives to their own usagé 
and practices, they made it their princi 
study not to hurt their feelings, by atta 
ing all at once the superstitions wi 
which most of their customs are infest 
they judged it more prudent at the! 
ginning to overlook many of them, # 
wait for a more favourable time, to)* 
the converts right on the subject. The 
colour, their talents, their virtues, abot 
all, their perfect disinterestedness, I 
dered them acceptable even to the Hind 
princes, who, astonished at the novel! 
and singularity of the circumstance, 
stowed their protection on these extra” 
dinary men, and gave them full freed 
to preach their religion, and make pro 
lytes to it. 

“The Jesuits began their work uné! 
these favourable auspices, and made ! 
great number of converts among all cas 
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of Hindoos, in those countries where they 
were allowed the free exercise of their re- 
ligious functions. It appears front” au- 
thentic lists, made up about seventy years 

o, which I have seen, that the number 
of native Christians in these countries 
was as follows, viz. in the Marawa about 
30,000, in the Madura above 100,000, in 
the Carnatic 80,000, in the Mysore 35,000. 
At the present time hardly a third of this 
number is to be found in these districts 
respectively. I have heard that the num- 
ber of converts was still much more con- 
siderable on the other coast, from Goa to 
Cape Comorin; but of these I never saw 
authentic lists. 

“Things were carrying on in this pro- 
mising manner by the Jesuit Missiona- 
ries, when severe complaints were prefer- 
red against them from several parts to 
the Holy See at Rome. The accusers 
were chiefly friars of other religious or- 
ders, settled at Goa and Pondicherry, who 
accused the Jesuits of the most culpable 
indulgence, in tolerating and winking at 
all kinds of idolatrous superstitions a- 
mong their proselytes, and with having 
themselves rather become converts to the 
idolatrous worship of the Hindoo, by con- 
formimg to many of their practices and 
superstitions, than making Indian con- 
verts to the Christian religion. 

“The charges had some degree of foun- 
dation, though not to the extent set forth 
by the accusers, whose representations 
seem, on the whole, to have proceeded 
rather from motives of envy and jealousy 
against the Jesuits, than from a true dis- 
interested zeal for the cause of religion. 

“Those often-repeated accusations gave 
rise to a long and warm correspondence 
between the parties concerned, in which 
the Jesuits, in giving an account of their 
conduct to the Holy See, did not conceal 
that, from motives of prudence, and not 
to risk the revolt of the converts, and 
prejudice the pagans more and more 
against the new religion, they had been 
wder the very unpleasant necessity of 
overlooking many reprehensible practi- 
ces, waiting for fitter circumstances to 
Suppress them gradually. At the same 


pj time they exposed the dangers which 


could not fail to ensue, if the feelings of 
the Hindoos were all at once hurt on this 
*xtremely delicate point, and the practi- 
tes justly complained of, openly opposed 
and reprobated, before the Christian reli- 
gion had gained a solid footing in the 
‘ountry. They endeavoured to give 
weight to their assertions, and excuse 
their couduct, by the example of the 
\postles themselves, who at the beginning 
of their apostolic career judged it prudent 
‘Tom regard to the prejudices of the Jews, 
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and in order to encourage their conver- 
sion, to tolerate cireumcision among them, 
as well as their abstaining from blood, 
and from strangled things, and the obser- 
vance of many other judaical customs. 

‘‘All these and many other like reasons 
appeared to the Holy See futile and mere- 
ly evasive; and the Jesuits were peremp- 
torily ordered to preach the catholic reli- 
gion in all its purity, and altogether sup- 
press the superstitious practices, till then 
tolerated among the Neophites. 

“The Jesuits, seeing that their following 
such directions would not only put a stop 
to all further conversions, but also occa- 
sion the apostacy of a great many prose- 
lytes, before they gave up their point, sent 
deputations to Rome, in order to enlight- 
en the Holy See on the subject. This 
disgusting contest, which was carried on 
in several instances with much acrimony, 
lasted more than forty years before it 
came to an end. 

“At length the reigning Pope, wishing 
to finish the business, sent Cardinal de 
Tournon to India with the title of aposto- 
lic legate, to make personal inquiries on 
the subject, and report all the details to 
the Holy See. The cardinal landed at 
Pondicherry about a century ago, and on 
his arrival sent for some of the principal 
missionaries, living in the inland country, 
had all matters minutely investigated, and 
made his report to the Pope. After some 
further delay, the famous and very learn- 
ed Benedict XIV. having been raised to 
the papal chair, and wishing to put at 
once a stop to this scandalous contest, 
issued a very rigorous bull or decree in 
several articles, by which he formally and 
expressly condemned and reprobated all 
the superstitious practices (a list of which 
was contained in the instrument) till then 
tolerated by the missionaries, and requir- 
ed that the whole of them, of whatever 
order or dignity they might be, should 
bind themselves by a solemn oath taken 
before a Bishop, to conform themselves 
without any tergiversation whatever, to 
the spirit and letter of the decree; it was 
moreover ordered, that the decree should 
be read and published every Sunday in 
all churches and chapels in the presence 
of the congregation, and a promise of 
submission to it required from all con- 
verts. 

“These orders were reluctantly com- 
plied with: but what the Jesuits had fore- 
seen happened:—a great number of prose- 
lytes preferred renouncing the new reli- 
gion to abandoning their practices. A 
stop was put to conversions; and the 
Christian réligion began to become odious 
to the Hindoos on account of its intole- 
rance. 


* 
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“At that very time happened the Euro- 
pean invasion, and the bloody contests 
for dominion between the English and 
French. The Europeans, till then almost 
entirely unknown to the natives in the in- 
terior, introduced themselves in several 
ways, and under various denominations 
into every part of the country. The Hin- 
doos soon found that those missionaries, 
whom their colour, their talents, and 
other qualities, had induced them to re- 
gard as such extraordinary beings, as 
men coming from another world, were in 
fact nothing else but disguised Fringy 
(Europeans;)* and that their country, 
their religion, and original education, 
were the same with those of the vile, the 
contemptible Fringy, who had of late in- 
vaded their country. This event proved 
the last blow to the interests of the Chris- 
tian religion. No more conversions were 
made; apostacy became almost general in 
several quarters; and Christianity became 
more and-more an object of contempt 
and aversion, in proportion as the Euro- 
pean manners became better known to 
the Hindoos. 

‘Nearly at that period the suppression 


eof the order of the Jesuits took place in 


Europe; and there being no longer a suffi- 
cient number of missionaries, a national 
black clergy was formed, and the attend- 
ance on the remaining congregations en- 
trusted to their care. Those native mis- 
sionaries not having the advantage of a 
proper education, and many amongst 
them shewing themselves more attached 
to their own interests than to those of re- 
ligion, enjoy but little consideration even 
among their flocks, and none among the 
natives of any other description.” P. 2. 


No member of our Church on 
reading these proceedings of the Je- 
suit missionaries can be surprised at 
their want of success, or be disheart- 
ened at the strong opinion which the 
Abbé has expressed of the utter im- 
practicability of converting the Hin- 
doos. It should in justice, however, 
be added, that the Letter from which 
the preceding extract was made, was 
written in the year 1815, when our 
episcopal establishment was yet in 
its infancy; and the piety, and zeal, 
and learning, and judgment of Bi- 


‘“** Fringy, is the appellation under 
which the Europeans are designated by 
the natives of India: it is derived from 
the term Frank, and has been introduced 
by the Mahometans.” 
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shop Middleton were little known or 
felt in the East. 

The remarks of the Abbé are cop. 
fined to the Romish, Lutheran, Mo. 
ravian, and Baptist missionaries, and 
to the Nestorians in Travancore; 
and a most melancholy picture he 
has drawn of the fruits of their mis. 
sionary labours up to the time at 
which he was writing. 


“Behold the Lutheran mission estab. 
lished in India more than a century ago! 
Interrogate its missionaries, ask them 
what were their successes during so long 
a period, and through what means were 
gained over the few proselytes they made? 
Ask them whether the interests of their 
sect are improving, or whether they are 
gainmg ground, or whether their small 
numbers are not rather dwindling away? 

‘“‘Behold the truly industrious, the un- 
affected and unassuming Moravian bre- 
thren! Ask them how many converts they 
have made in India during a stay of about 
seventy years by preaching the gospel in 
all its naked simplicity? They will can- 
didly answer, ‘Not one! not a_ single 
man!’ 

‘‘Behold the Nestorians in Travancore! 
Interrogate them! ask them for an account 
of their success in the work of proselytism 
in these modern times? Ask them whe- 
ther they are gaining ground, and whether 
the interests of their ancient mode of 
worship is improving? They will reply, 
that so far from this being the case, their 
congregations once so flourishing, and 
amounting (according to Gibbon’s ac: 
count) to 200,000 souls, are now reduced 
to less than an eighth of this number, and 
are daily diminishing. 

“Behold the Baptist missionaries at 
Serampore! Inquire what*are their spirit- 
ual successes on the shores of the Ganges’ 
Ask them whether they have really the 
well-founded hope that their indefatigable 
labours in endeavouring to get the holy 
scriptures translated into all the idioms of 
India will increase their successes? Ask 
them whether those extremely incorrect 
versions, already obtained at an immense 
expense, have produced the sincere con- 
version of a single pagan? And I am per- 
suaded, that if they are asked an answef 
upon their honour and conscience, they 
will all reply in the negative.”’ P. 25. ~ 


Thus much then we may gather 
from this statement;* that up to the 


* “His notions on the subject are deri: 
ved from an experience of thirty-two 
years of confidential and quite unrestra!- 
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ear 1816 nothing material whatever 
had in the Abbé’s opinion been ef- 
fected; and consequently, if any 

eat advance has since been made, 
it must, under God, be attributed to 
the measures adopted since that pe- 
riod. That much, very much has 
since been done, we have the most 
undoubted authority for asserting. 
Of course, where we have to deal 
with a nation so deeply rooted in 
their prejudices as that of the Hin- 
doos, the less that is openly said, the 
better: we must be content to forego 
the pleasure and pride of announcing 
our spiritual victories, though at the 
expense of that popular applause 
which is deemed at the present day 
so precious, and is even essential to 
the very existence of many a modern 
society. We must be satisfied with 
acalm review in our own closet of 
the strength of that foundation which 
a Middleton has laid, and on which 
a Heber is gone forth to build: we 
must weigh within ourselves the pro- 
bable benefit of an established epis- 
copate, a resident bishop, and a body 
of zealous, intelligent, and active 


ed intercourse among the natives of In- 
dia, of all castes, religions, and ranks; 
during which, in order to win their confi- 
dence, and remove suspicion, as far as 
possible, he has constantly lived like 
them, embracing their manners, customs, 
and most of their prejudices, in his dress, 
his diet, their rules#f civility, and good- 
breeding, and «their mode of intercourse 
i the world. But the restraints under 
which he has lived during so long a peri- 
od of his life, have proved of no advantage 
tohim in promoting the sacred cause in 
which he was engaged as a_ religious 
teacher. During that time he has vainly, 
in his exertions to promote the cause of 
Christianity, watered the soil of India 
with his sweats, and many times with his 
tears, at the sight of the quite insurmoun- 
table obduracy of the people he had to 
deal with: ready to water it with his 


~blood, if his doing so had been able to 


overcome the invincible resistance he had 
'o encounter every where, in his endea- 
vours to disseminate some gleams of the 

evangelical light. Every where the seeds 

sown by him have fallen wpon a naked 

gg and have instantly dried away.” P. 
1. * 
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clergy; we must calculate in secret 
on the certain influence under the 
Divine blessing of the Holy Scrip- 
tures as they shall be gradually and 
carefully translated into the native 
tongues, and explained and enforced 
by the resident clergy: we must look 
to what the Committees of the Socie- 
ty for Promoting Christian Know- 
ledge, at the several Presidencies, 
have already done, and are doing, 
and quietly, as we may justly, anti- 
cipate the result: and lastly, we must 
watch as we may with an eye of pe- 
culiar fondness and anxiety the gra- 
dual and unobtrusive progress of 
those schools, which are happily 
arising in every direction for the ed- 
ucation of the native youth. The 
greatest obstacles to the conversion 
of the adult Hindoo are his prejudi- 
ces; and these from every account 
appear, humanly speaking, to be in- 
surmountable: our course, therefore, 
is plain; it is, in one word, to get the 
start of his prejudices; to begin the 
work of Christian education before 
his prejudices are formed: it may be 
that we may act through the child on 
the parent; that what we teach the 
child may be reflected back on the 
parent: but this is clear, that our 
chief prospect of success is in the 
religious instruction of the rising ge- 
neration. Thisy however, as every 
other attempt for converting the Hin- 
doos, must be proceeded in withthe 
utmost caution: it is difficult for us 
in this éountry, te estimate the de- 
gree of caution, that is necessary: 
and it is in this light that these Let- 
ters of the Abbé are peculiarly valu- 
able, and deserve to be carefully 
read. It is not every man that has 
zeal that is fit for a missionary; nor 
are disappointed men at home the 
most eligible to send abroad. A 
rare union of piety, zeal, talent, dis- 
cretion, and a heart wholly and dis- 
interestedly devoted to the cause, are 
necessary to constitute an efficient, 
and even a safe missionary. Every 
person sent And every , step. taken 
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should be the subject of long and 
careful examination: for it is not 
merely that an improper person or a 
false step will do no good, but either 
may effect very greatharm. A pre- 
judice, imprudently treated, may 
raise an unextinguishable flame; and 
it was from this conviction that we 
ventured in our last Number to ex- 
press the wish that the several bodies 
of missionaries could be induced to 
pursue one and the same steady 
plan, and range themselves under the 
‘earthly guidance of one zealous and 
judicious head. If, however, we 
shall have succeeded in impressing 
the public mind and the several mis- 
sionary societies with the necessity 
of uniting discretion to their zeal, we 
shall have attained a great point. 
There is something dazzling and de- 
lightful in being told that, whilst we 
are sitting quietly in our own little 
island, we are yet, by the munifi- 
cence of our charity, sending forth 
missionaries to every quarter of the 
habitable globe, and translating the 
Scriptures into all the known lan- 
guages of the earth; but if these mis- 
sionaries are not men fitted for the 
work; if their conversions, where 
they are most numerous, are more 
nominal than real; if by their immo- 
rality, their ignorance, or their indis- 
cretion, they are regarding instead of 
advaneing the propagation of the 
Gospel; and if the translations which 
have been made at an enormous ex- 
pense, are, version after version, dis- 
covered to be hastily and incorrectly 
performed, we may be dazzled and 
delighted as much as we please at 
the glorious and charitable work in 
which we fancy ourselves to be en- 
gaged; but every sober and rational 
person will only pronounce our delu- 
sion the greater. It is no mark of 


wisdom to close our eyes and pro-- 


nounce every missionary a Paul, and 
every mis-named version of the 
Scriptures the Word of God. If we 
express ourselves thus strongly, it is 
because we feel the subject deeply. 
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We are the last that from any fee}. 
ings whatever would discourage any 
exertions that hold out but a proba. 
ble hope of success; but we cannot 
tamely stand by and behold the pit. 
tance of the poor, and the wealthy 
superfluities of the great, annually 
sent forth out of the country, and the 
good people of England but too often 
repayed only with pompous decla. 
mations that every judicious traveller 
confutes, and notices of new versions, 
which are no sooner examined, but 
are found to be grossly incorrect. 


“IT was not a little surprised,” says the 
Abbé, “‘when I saw, a few years ago, an. 
nounced with much emphasis in all the 
newspapers by the missionaries at Seram- 
pore, the design of undertaking the trans- 
lation of the whole Bible into eighteen or 
twenty Asiatic languages, the Chinese uot 
excepted. To persons unacquainted with 
the difficulty, not to say impossibility of 
such a task being faithfully and accurately 
performed, the project must have appear- 
ed dazzling, and worthy to be encoura- 
ged; for my part, I could not conceive 
how a small society of five or six individ- 
uals (every allowance for their talents and 
learning being made,) should seriously 
think of compromising themselves with 
the public by so herculean a_ labour; 
which, to be fairly and properly executed, 
would occupy for half a century all the 
learned to be found in India. 

“It is a well known fact, that when 
England separated herself from the 
Church of Rome, not finding the version 
of the Vulgate, till then used, sufficiently 
exact, the first care 6f her reformers was 
to procure a translation 6f the whole Bi- 
ble, from the original Hebrew into Eng- 
lish. In consequence, one was produced 
with great trouble in the reign of the 
young king Edward VI.; but this version, 
on a close investigation, proving abun- 
dant in errors, was finally laid aside, and 
a second undertaken in the reign of queen 
Elizabeth. This also could not withstand 
criticism, and was found, on the whole, 
very incorrect and defective; a third ver- 
sion was therefore begun in the reign of 
James I. which (if am not mistaken) is 
that now used and approved by the esta- 
blished church. In order to render this 
as exact and correct as it was possible, 
the best scholars to be found in the king- 
dom were employed in the execution of It, 
and it is well known that this version, 
carried on by the joint labours of so many 
learned persons, to6k up a period of about 





— eee hUctlCUrlC Sl ! lUrrlCUrr eh Ur S|lUC ZFC 








(June, 


'Y feel. 
ge any 
proba. 
cannot 
he pit. 
ealthy 
nually 
nd the 
often 
decla. 
veller 

sions, 

d, but 

t. 


ys the 


ion, 


sixteen years, for its completion: and yet 
modern criticism has found many errors 
and mistakes in it, although obtained by 
<o much trouble and care. 

“Now, if even in Europe, with all the 
assistance that learned translators were 
enabled to obtain, from enlightened criti- 
cism, &c. it proved so difficult, and re- 
quired such great labours to obtain a ge- 
nuine version of this work, what are we 
to think of the project of five or six indi- 
duals, who, without the assistance of any 
criticism whatever, suppose themselves 
able to execute genuine translations into 
intricate languages, with which they, after 
all, can possess only an imperfect ac- 
quaintance?* 

“It is on all hands admitted, that be- 
fore a translation from one language into 
another be undertaken, it is absolutely 
necessary to possess an entire and tho- 
roughly grammatical acquaintance with 
both. Now, where are the Europeans 
who possess so perfect a knowledge of the 
idioms of India? and again, where are the 
patives who possess the same advantage 
with respect to the European dialects? if 
persons of this description are to be found 
any where in this country, they are in ve- 
ry small numbers indeed. 

“Some partial translations of the Scrip- 
tures are, it is true, to be found in the 
country; but inamy humble opinion they 
have entirely missed their object. I have 





“* Simee writing these pages, I have 
learned, with some surprise, that the mis- 
sionaries at Serampore have surpassed the 
most sanguine expectations of the public, 
by translating the Scriptures, within the 
short period of nine or ten years, into no 
less than twenty-four Asiatic languages. 
This brilliant success has not in the least 
dazzled me, nor altered my opinion, or 
diminished “my scepticism on the entire 
inadequacy of such means to enlighten 
the pagans, and gain them over to Chris- 
lianity, and I would not certainly dare to 
Warrant, that these twenty spurious ver- 
‘ions, with some of which I am acquaint- 
ed, will, after the lapse of the same num- 
ber of years, have operated the conver- 
‘ton of twenty-four pagans. I have, on 
the contrary, every reason for apprehen- 
ding that these low translations, if the 
natives could be prevailed upon to peruse 
them, (which, in my opinion will never be 


thé case,) will, by exposing the Christian 


religion and its followers to the ridicule of 
he public, soon. stagger the wavering 
‘aith of many hundreds of those now pro- 
sing Christianity, hasten the epoch of 
their apostacy, and accelerate the down- 
~ ume tottering edifice of Christianity 
india.” 4 
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by me a copy of the New Testament, 
translated into Tamul, executed by the 
Lutheran missionaries; but the transla- 
tors, by endeavouring to make it literal, 
have generally used such low, trivial, and, 
in many instances, ludicrous expressions, 
and the style is, besides, so different from 
that of the Hindoos, that persons umaccus- 
tomed to it, cannot (as I have witnessed 
in repeated instances) read over four ver- 
ses without laughing at the manner in 
which the work is executed. 

“In my last journey to the coast, | saw 
a letter on the subject, from a missionary 
in Travancore, to a person of the same 
description at Pondicherry, in which were 
the following expressions: 

‘“< ‘Many hundred sets of the New Tes- 
tament, translated into the Malayan dia- 
lect, have been sent to us (without our 
asking for them,) to be circulated among 
our Christians. I have perused this per- 
formance: the translation is truly, piteous, 
and only worthy of contempt: one cannot 
peruse four verses without shrugging up 
the shoulders. This large collection of 
New TestamgntS'now in our hands places 
us in a very aukward situation: if we 
leave them to rot in our apartments, we 
fear to expose ourselves to the displeasure 
of those who supplied us with them, who 
appear anxious to have them circulated, 
and if we follow their instructions on the 
subject, we cover ourselves with ridicule.’ 

“Tf remember an instance of the kind, 
which will not appear foreign to my sub- 
ject: About twenty-five years ago, the 
French missionaries, in the province of 
Sutchuen im China, were earnestly re- 
quested by the congregation De Propa- 
ganda Fide at Rome, to translate the 
Gospel into Chinese, and send a copy to 
them. The missionaries answered, that 
as the Chinese language did not admit of 
a literal translation, they had a long time 
before, compiled a work in Chinese, con- 
taining the history and moral of the Gos- 
pel, for the-use of their congregations, and 
that nothing more could be satisfactorily 
executed on the subject; yet, as the re- 
quest was urgent, they prepared, with the 
assistance of their best informed prose- 
lytes,'a translation of the gospel of St. 
Matthew, a copy of which they sent to 
Rome, informing, at the same time, the 
congregation De Propaganda, that the 
translation of this gospel alone, obtained 
with the assistance of many well-educated 
natives, had cost them considerable labour 
and trouble; adding, that this literal trans- 
lation differed so widely from the Chinese 
style, that even their converts would hard- 
ly refrain from laughing ingerusing it. 

“Now, it i not a little curious to ob- 
serve that what European missionaries, 
who had passed the greatest part of their 
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lives in China, j pext to impossible 
to execute even assistance of 
many well-educated natives, an unassisted 
Armenian, ef the name of Lassar at Se- 
rampore, should imagine himself able to 
perform; and it is not only the transla- 
tion of a single gospel he has undertaken, 
—the whole Bible literally translated by 
this individual has been emphatically pro- 
mised by the missionaries to the curiosity 
of the public.” P. 35. 


God forbid that we should be 
thought to discourage the translation 
of the Scriptures: would that every 
nation and people of the earth had 
its version as we have ours: but:still 
let. us not forget that when we enter 
on the work of translation, it is the 
Word of God that we are undertak- 
ing to translate; that Word of which 
it is written, that if any shall add 
thereunto, or take from, God shall 
take away his part out of the book 
of life. ‘The most imperfect version 
may not be without its benefit to the 
Hindoo; but what may be beneficial 
for him to receive, may not become 
the Protestant to give. We may not 
intend to give an imperfect version; 
but if we do not take the preparatory 
steps to secure its perfection, as far 
as a human work can be perfect, we 
are scarcely less guilty than if we 
had so intended. We throw out 
these considerations out of a real de- 
sire for the advancement of truth. 
We wish every man success who has 
truth only in his view, and pursues it 
by pious, judicious, and truly Chris- 
tian means: where any others are 
used, we shall not spare them: no 
end, however good, can sanctify the 
use of improper means. 

We beg in conclusion again to call 
the attention of our readers to these 
Letters of the Abbé Dubois: as Pro- 
testants, and still more as members 
of our pure and Apostolical Church, 
they will be little disposed to admit 
his conelusions, or be disheartened 
by his presages; but they will find in 
them muchgto awaken their zeal, and 
excite their Christian interest for the 
benighted Hindoo; much at the same 


On Preaching. 
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time to impress them with the necg, 


sity of the utmost caution in the 
work of evangelizing the East; aq; 
much to sanction the most pleasin: 
anticipation of success in the adoption 
of recent measures, which have plaip, 
ly supplied those deficiencies unde 
which all former missionaries wer 
labouring, and hold forth facilities, 
which, under the divine blessing, 
cannot fail, if steadily pursued, anj 
diligently supported, to lead to uli. 
mate success. 


++ @GO«.- 
From the Pulpit. 


ON PREACHING. 


Tue present Bishop of Londo 
[Dr. William Howley | is a clear and 
sensible Preacher, but seems to trust 
to other means of impression than 
either animated elocution or startling 
exhortations. Learning has rendered 
him reflecting and argumentative: s 
that he rather addresses the heai 
than the heart. His preaching, « 
far as it has come under our observe 
tion, is in strict consonance with the 
excellent principles which he. ha 
thus laid down in one of his. Charges 
to the Clergy of his Diocess: 

“Every good Minister will insist 
most on that part of Revelation 
which he thinks most edifying to his 
audience; and if he teaches, on the 
whole, the whole of Christianity, 1 
man has a right to say that his pres 
ching is not evangelical.”—“Firaly 
as I believe myself,” the Bishop 
adds, “in the doctrine properly ut 
derstood, that it is faith alone thal 


justifieth, and that nothing less than 


the blood of Christ can procure fe 
mission of sins, yet I believe that the 
thing most generally useful to the 
bulk of Christians is, to inculcate the 
necessity of an holy and good life 00 
Christian principles.” 


~~ @@e@«.-- 


To put our trust in forms and ce 
emonies, is superstition; but not to 
comply with them is pride. Pascal. 
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POETRY. 


For the Gospel Messenger. 
THE GREAT FEAST. 


WaeNcE that voice so condescending? 
Sure it cometh from above; _ 
race and Mercy’s accents blending, 
‘Tis the Saviour’s call of love, 
Heav’nly blessing, 
‘Tis the Saviour’s call of love. 


List, oh list! the Invitation 
Sure each stubborn heart will move, 
Raise the song of adoration, 
‘Tis the Saviour’s call of love; 
Listen, listen! 
‘Tis the Saviour’s call of love. 


What more welcome, more endearing 
Can to humble mortals prove? 
Oh! to them how sweetly cheering 
Is the Saviour’s call of love; 
Sweetly cheering 
Is the Saviour’s call of love. 


Mortal, pause if thou would’st ever 
Join the shining ranks above; 
Pause! lest thon again may never 
Hear the Saviour’s call of love; 

Again, never « 
Hear the Saviour’s call of love: 
+ 
When my span of life is closing 
Then, oh! then celestial Dove, 
May my soul in peace reposing 
Hear the Saviour’s call of love. 
Calm reposing, 
Hear the Saviour’s call of love. 


E. J. 
-~@Be-. 
THE SACRIFICE.* 


Tae Morning Sun rose bright and clear, 


On Abraham’s tent it gaily shone, 
And all was bright-and cheerful there, 
All save the Patriarch’s heart alone. 


While God’s command arose to mind, 
It forced into his eye the tear, 

For though his soul was all resign’d, 
Yet nature fondly linger’d there. 


The simple Morning Feast was spread, 
And Sarah at the Banquet smiled, 


Joy o’er her face its lustre shed, 


F er near her sat her only Child. 


The charms that pleas’d a Monarch’s eye, 


Upon her cheek had left their trace, 
His highly augur’d destiny, 
Was written in his heav'nly face. 


- 
* Gen, ch. xxii. 
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The groaning Father turn’d away, 
And walk’'d the inner Tent apart, 
He felt his fortitude decay 
While nature whisper’d in his heart. 


O! mast this Son, to whom was giv’n 
The promise of a blessed Land, 
Heir to the choicest gifts of Heav’n, 
Be slain by a fond Father’s hand: 


This Son, for whom my eldest born, 
Was sent an outcast from,his home, 
And in some wilderness forlorn, 
‘A savage Exile doom’d to roam. 


But shall a feeble worm rebel, 

And murmur at a Father’s rod, 
Shall he be backward to fulfil 

The known and certain will of Gop? 


Arise, my Son, the Cruet fill, 

And store the Scrip with due supplies, 
For we must seek Moriah’s Hill, 

And offer there a Sacrifice. 


The Mother rais’d her speaking eye, 
And all a Mother’s soul was there, 

She fear’d the Desert, dark and dry, 
She fear’d the Savage lurking there. 


Abra’m beheld, and made reply, 

On Him, from whom our blessings flow, 
My Sister, we with faith rely, 

‘Tis He commands, and we must go. 


The duteous Son in haste obey’d, - 
The Scrip was fill’d, the Mules pre- 
par’d; 
And with the third Day’s twilight shade 
Moriah’s lofty Hill appear’d. 


The Menials then at distance wait, 
Alone ascend the Son and Sire, 

The wood is on his shoulder laid, 
The wood to build his funeral pyre 


No passion sway’d the Father's mind, 
He felt a calm, a death-like chill— 

His soul, all chasten'd, all resign’d, 
Bow’d meekly—tho’ he shudder’d still 


While on the Mountain’s br w they stood, 
With smiling wonder Isaac cries, 

‘‘My Father, lo! the Fire and Wood, 
But where’s the Lamb for sacrifice!” 


The Hoty Spirit stay’d his mind, 
While Abraham answer’d low and cal, 
With steady voice, and look resign’d, 
“Gop will provide Himsetr a Lamb!" 


But let no pen, profane like mine, 

On holiest themes too rashly dare: 
Turn to the Book of Books divine, 

And read the promis’d blessing there. 


Ages on Ages roll’d away— 

At length the hour appointed came, 
And on the Mount of Calvary, 

Gop did, indeed, provide a Lamp’ 


Sy 
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PHiscellancous Kntelligence. 


a 
Extract of a Letter ats B Lady in lane ; 
to her friend in Charleston, dated Feb. 

Od, 1824: | 


“I saw in the Newspapers, the other 
morning, the second edilion of Bishop De- 
hon’s Sermons, with additions,advertised 
for sale, at Rivington’s, Pall Mall, and in 
St. Paul’s Charch-yard. AsI thought the 
success of the sale of them would be inte- 
resting to you, I called at Mr. Rivington’s 
to make inquiry of the demand he had for 
them; when he told me that they were 
very much admired, and that he had an 
excellent sale for them. The price is 
£1 7. Mr. Rivington repeated when I 
left him, ‘I have a great demand for them 
indeed.” | 


~ A new Episcopal Congregation has 
been firmed Wiltown, in St. Paul’s 
eae, So. . and on the 26th April 
last, the Vestrymen and Churchwardens 
were elected. It is intended to erect a 
Church immediately, for the public wor- 
ship of Almighty God, according to the 
rites of the Protestant Episcopal Church. 


Sunday Sehool. The 5th anniversary 
of the “Charleston Protestant Episcopal 
Sunday School Society,” will be celebrated 
in St. Michael’s Church, on Whitsun 
Tuesday, 8th June, when an appropriate 
Address will be delivered, and the Report 
of the Board of Managers for the past 
year, be read. We trust that every per- 
“ son will attend on this grateful oceasion, 
who feels an interest in the religious and 
moral instruction of the rising generation, 
and acknowledges the importance of rear- 
ing up our children as. Candidates for a 
happy eternity, by teaching them their 
duty to God, and to man. Divine Service 
will commence at 5 o'clock, P. Ma) 


_—_— 


The Life of Bishop Jeremy T. , and 
a critical examination of. his writings, by 
Dr. Heber, Bishop 6f Calcutta, is an- 
nounced as nearly ready for publication. 


Reeve’s English edition of the Bible is 
upon an excellent plan: “The text is 
thrown into sections according to the 


Miscellaneous Intelligence—Calendar—Episcopal Acts. 


sense, and the poetical passages distiy. 
guished by the mode of printing, while th. 
chapters and verses are marked upon the 


margin.” | 
—-—a— 
Calendar for Hune, 1824, 


6. Whitsunday, 
7. Monday in Whitsun-week. 
8. Tuesday in Whitsun-week. 
9. Ember Day. 
11. St. Barnabas. Ember Day. 
12. Ember Day. 
13. Trinity Sunday. 
20. First Sunday after Trinity. 
24. St. John Baptist. 
27. Second’ Sunday after Trinity, 
29. St. Peter. 


7 


—soea— 


& 


| EPISCOPAL ACTs. 


ORDINATIONS. 

By the Right Rev. Dr, Griswold, Bishop of 
the P. E. C.in the Eastern Diocess. On 
Sunday, the 7th March 1824, in St. Mi- 
chael’s Church, Bristol, R. 1. Mr. Joseph 
Muenscher, was admitted to the holy 
order of Deacons. | 

By the Right Rev. Dr. Brownell, Bishop of 
the ‘P. E. C. in Connecticut. On Sur- 
day, the 2ist March 1824, im Trinity 
Church, New-Haven, “Con. Mr, Hector 
Humphreys wus admitted to the holy 
order of Deacons, 

of the 
‘ 


By the Right Rev..Dr. Croes, 

P. E. C.in New-Jersey. On Y; 
April Ist, 1824, in St. Peter’s Chorch, 
Spotswood, New-Jersey, the Rev. John 
M. Ward, Deacon, was admitted to the 
holy order of Priests. 

By the Right Rev. Dr. Kemp, Bishop of th 
P..E.€. in Maryland. On Thursday, 
the 22d of April, 1824, in St. Paul's 
Church, Baltimore, the . John F. 


Schroeder, Deacon, was admitted to the 
holy order of Priests. 


CONFIRMATION. 

The Apostolic Rite of Confirmation wa’ 
administered in the Church on Edisto 
Island, So. Ca. on the 21st April, 1824, 
by the Right Rev. Dr. Bowen. Mor- 
ing Prayers were read by the Rev. Mr. 
Osborne, Rector of the Church, and a 
appropriate discourse delivered by the 
Bishop. 


—~>— 


, _TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
A Cotntry*Parson; a Bible Christian; a Friend to the Poor; a Unitarian; Scruta 


tor; M; and P, are received. 


X. is réceived;-and if the sequel should come to hand in sufficient time, it will D¢ 


published in our next number. 


c. 





